December 2021 Adult fiction books added to Princeton Public Library
Autopsy - Patricia Cornwell
"Forensic pathologist Kay Scarpetta has come almost full circle, returning to Virginia as the chief medical
examiner, the state where she launched her storied career. Finding herself the new girl in town once again
after being away for many years, she's inherited not only an overbearing secretary, but also a legacy of
neglect and potential corruption. She and her husband Benton Wesley, now a forensic psychologist with
the U.S. Secret Service, have relocated to Old Town Alexandria where she's headquartered five miles
from the Pentagon in a post-pandemic world that's been torn by civil and political unrest. Just weeks on
the job, she's called to a scene by railroad tracks where a woman's body has been shockingly displayed,
her throat cut down to the spine, and as Scarpetta begins to follow the trail, it leads unnervingly close to
her own historic neighborhood. At the same time, a catastrophe occurs in a top-secret laboratory in outer space,
endangering at least two scientists aboard. Appointed to the highly classified Doomsday Commission that specializes in
sensitive national security cases, Scarpetta is summoned to the White House and tasked with finding out exactly what
happened. But even as she works the first potential crime scene in space remotely, an apparent serial killer strikes again
very close to home."
The Ballerinas - Rachel Kapelke-Dale
"Dare Me meets Black Swan and Luckiest Girl Alive in a captivating, voice-driven debut novel about a trio
of ballerinas who meet as students at the Paris Opera Ballet School. Thirteen years ago, Delphine
abandoned her prestigious soloist spot at the Paris Opera Ballet for a new life in St. Petersburg--taking
with her a secret that could upend the lives of her best friends, fellow dancers Lindsay and Margaux. Now
36 years old, Delphine has returned to her former home and to the legendary Palais Garnier Opera House,
to choreograph the ballet that will kickstart the next phase of her career--and, she hopes, finally make
things right with her former friends. But Delphine quickly discovers that things have changed while she's
been away ... and some secrets can't stay buried forever. Moving between the trio's adolescent years and
the present day, Rachel Kapelke-Dale's The Ballerinas explores the complexities of female friendship, the dark drive
towards physical perfection in the name of artistic expression, the double-edged sword of ambition and passion, and the
sublimated rage that so many women hold inside--all culminating in a twist you won't see coming, with magnetic
characters you won't soon forget."-- Provided by publisher.
The Becoming - Nora Roberts
"A new epic of love and war among gods and humans, from the #1 New York Times bestselling author of
The Awakening. The world of magick and the world of man have long been estranged from one another.
But some can walk between the two-including Breen Siobhan Kelly. She has just returned to Talamh, with
her friend, Marco, who's dazzled and disoriented by this realm--a place filled with dragons and faeries and
mermaids (but no WiFi, to his chagrin). In Talamh, Breen is not the ordinary young schoolteacher he knew
her as. Here she is learning to embrace the powers of her true identity. Marco is welcomed kindly by her
people-and by Keegan, leader of the Fey. Keegan has trained Breen as a warrior, and his yearning for her
has grown along with his admiration of her strength and skills. But one member of Breen's bloodline is not
there to embrace her. Her grandfather, the outcast god Odran, plots to destroy Talamh--and now all must unite to defeat
his dark forces. There will be losses and sorrows, betrayal and bloodshed. But through it, Breen Siobhan Kelly will take
the next step on the journey to becoming all that she was born to be."-- Provided by publisher.
The Cat Who Saved Books - Sosuke Natsukawa
“Bookish high school student Rintaro Natsuki is about to close the secondhand bookstore he has inherited
from his beloved bookworm grandfather. However, one day, a talking cat named Tiger appears and asks
Rintaro to save books with him. Of course, "ask" is putting it politely -- Tiger is demanding Rintaro's help.
The world is full of lonely books, left unread and unloved, and only Tiger and Rintaro can liberate them
from their neglectful owners. And so, the odd couple begin an amazing journey, entering different mazes
to set books free. Through their travels, Tiger and Rintaro meet a man who leaves his books to rot on his
bookshelf, a book torturer who cuts books to clips to help people read as fast as they can, and a
publishing drone who only wants to create bestsellers. And then, the last maze that awaits leads Rintaro
down a realm only the bravest readers would dare enter.”

Christmas Promise - Richard Paul Evans
"On the night of her high school graduation, Richelle Bach's father gives her and her identical twin sister,
Michelle, matching opal necklaces. “These opals look identical,” he tells them, “but the fire inside each is
completely unique--just like the two of you.” Indeed, the two sisters couldn't be more different, and their
paths diverge as they embark on adulthood. Years pass, until--at their father's behest--they both come
home for Christmas. What happens then forever damages their relationship, and Richelle vows never to
see or speak to her sister again. In their father's last days, he asks Richelle to forgive Michelle, a
deathbed promise she never fulfills as her twin is killed in an accident. Now, painfully alone and broken,
caring for the sickest of children in a hospital PICU, Richelle has one last dream: to be an author. The plot
of her book, The Prodigal Daughter, is a story based on her sister's life. It's not until she meets Justin Ek, a man who
harbors his own loss, that a secret promise is revealed, and Richelle learns that the story she's writing is not about her
sister, but about herself."
Fear No Evil - James Patterson
"Alex Cross enters the final battle with the all-knowing genius who has stalked him and his family for
years. Dr. Alex Cross and Detective John Sampson venture into the rugged Montana wilderness--where
they will be the prey. They're not on the job, but on a personal mission. Until they're attacked by two rival
teams of assassins, controlled by the same mastermind who has stalked Alex and his family for years.
Darkness falls. The river churns into rapids. Shots ring out through the forest. No backup. No way out.
Fear no evil."-- Provided by publisher.

Flying Angels - Danielle Steel
"Audrey Parker's life changes forever when Pearl Harbor is attacked on December 7, 1941. Her brother, a
talented young Navy pilot, had been stationed there. Fresh out of nursing school with a passion and a born
gift for helping others, both Audrey and her friend Lizzie suddenly find their nation on the brink of war.
Driven to do whatever they can to serve, they enlist in the Army and embark on a new adventure as flight
nurses. Risking their lives on perilous missions, they join the elite Medical Air Evacuation Transport
Squadron and fly into enemy territory almost daily to rescue wounded soldiers from the battlefield."

The Girls in the Stilt House - Kelly Mustian
"Ada promised herself she would never go back to the Trace, to her unbearable life on the swamp, and to
her harsh father in Mississippi. But now, after running away to Baton Rouge and briefly knowing a different
kind of life, she finds herself with nowhere to go but back home. And she knows there will be a price to pay
with her father. Matilda, daughter of a sharecropper, is from the other side of the Trace. Doing what she
can to protect her family from the whims and demands of some particularly callous locals is an ongoing
struggle. She forms a plan to go north, to pack up the secrets she's holding about her life in the South and
hang them on the line for all to see. As the two girls are drawn deeper into a dangerous world of
bootleggers and moral corruption, they must come to terms with the complexities of their tenuous bond
and a hidden past that links them in ways that could cost them their lives."-- Provided by publisher.
Go Tell the Bees That I Am Gone - Diana Gabaldon
"It is 1779 and Claire and Jamie are at last reunited with their daughter, Brianna, her husband, Roger, and
their children on Fraser's Ridge. Having the family together is a dream the Frasers had thought
impossible. Yet even in the North Carolina backcountry, the effects of war are being felt. Tensions in the
Colonies are great and local feelings run hot enough to boil Hell's teakettle. Jamie knows loyalties among
his tenants are split and it won't be long until the war is on his doorstep."-- Provided by publisher.

A History of Wild Places - Shea Ernshaw
"Travis Wren has an unusual talent for locating missing people. Hired by families as a last resort, he
requires only a single object to find the person who has vanished. When he takes on the case of Maggie
St. James-a well-known author of dark, macabre children's books-he's led to a place many believed to be
only a legend. Called Pastoral, this reclusive community was founded in the 1970s by like-minded people
searching for a simpler way of life. By all accounts, the commune shouldn't exist anymore and soon after
Travis stumbles upon it ... he disappears. Just like Maggie St. James. Years later, Theo, a lifelong member
of Pastoral, discovers Travis's abandoned truck beyond the border of the community. No one is allowed in
or out, not when there's a risk of bringing a disease-rot-into Pastoral. Unraveling the mystery of what
happened reveals secrets that Theo, his wife, Calla, and her sister, Bee, keep from one another. Secrets that prove their
perfect, isolated world isn't as safe as they believed-and that darkness takes many forms. Hauntingly beautiful, hypnotic,
and bewitching, A History of Wild Places is a story about fairy tales, our fear of the dark, and losing yourself within the
wilderness of your mind."-- Provided by publisher.
It Ends With Us - Colleen Hoover
“Lily hasn't always had it easy, but that's never stopped her from working hard for the life she wants.
She's come a long way from the small town in Maine where she grew up--she graduated from college,
moved to Boston, and started her own business. So when she feels a spark with a gorgeous
neurosurgeon named Ryle Kincaid, everything in Lily's life suddenly seems almost too good to be true.
Ryle is assertive, stubborn, maybe even a little arrogant. He's also sensitive, brilliant, and has a total soft
spot for Lily. And the way he looks in scrubs certainly doesn't hurt. Lily can't get him out of her head. But
Ryle's complete aversion to relationships is disturbing. Even as Lily finds herself becoming the exception
to his "no dating" rule, she can't help but wonder what made him that way in the first place. As questions
about her new relationship overwhelm her, so do thoughts of Atlas Corrigan--her first love and a link to the past she left
behind. He was her kindred spirit, her protector. When Atlas suddenly reappears, everything Lily has built with Ryle is
threatened. With this bold and deeply personal novel, Colleen Hoover delivers a heart-wrenching story that breaks
exciting new ground for her as a writer. Combining a captivating romance with a cast of all-too-human characters, It Ends
With Us is an unforgettable tale of love that comes at the ultimate price.”-- Provided by publisher.
Mercy - David Baldacci
"For her entire life, FBI agent Atlee Pine has been searching for her twin sister, Mercy, who was abducted
at the age of six and never seen again. Mercy's disappearance left behind a damaged family that later
shattered beyond repair when Atlee's parents inexplicably abandoned her. Now, after a perilous
investigation that nearly proved fatal, Atlee has finally discovered not only the reason behind her parents'
abandonment and Mercy's kidnapping, but also the most promising breakthrough yet: proof that Mercy
survived her abduction and then escaped her captors many years ago. Though Atlee is tantalizingly close
to her family at last, the final leg of her long road to Mercy will be the most treacherous yet. Mercy left at
least one dead body behind before fleeing her captors years before. Atlee has no idea if her sister is still
alive, and if so, how she has been surviving all this time. When the truth is finally revealed, Atlee Pine will face the
greatest danger yet, and it may well cost her everything."
The Midnight Lock - Jeffrey Deaver
"A woman awakes in the morning to find that someone has picked her apartment's supposedly
impregnable door lock and rearranged personal items, even sitting beside her while she slept. The
intrusion, the police learn, is a message to the entire city of carnage to come. Lincoln Rhyme and Amelia
Sachs are brought in to investigate and soon learn that the sociopathic intruder, who calls himself "the
Locksmith," can break through any lock or security system ever devised. With more victims on the
horizon, Rhyme, Sachs and their stable of associates must follow the evidence to the man's lair ... and
discover his true mission."

My Monticello - Jocelyn Nicole Johnson
"An irresistibly accessible yet startlingly bold book of short stories and a novella, inspired by Black lives in
America and featuring the gripping eponymous work "My Monticello.""-- Provided by publisher.

Noor - Nnedi Okorafor
"When everything goes wrong on a trip to the local market, AO, a woman with a ton of major and
necessary body augmentations, must race against time across the deserts of Northern Nigeria with a
Fulani herdsman named DNA in a world where everything is streamed."

One for the Books - Jenn McKinlay
"Love is in the air in Briar Creek as library director Lindsey Norris and boat captain Mike (Sully) Sullivan
are finally tying the knot. The entire town is excited for the happy day, and Lindsey and Sully's plan for a
small wedding evaporates as more and more people insist upon attending the event of the year. When
Lindsey and her crafternoon pals head out to Bell Island to see if it can accommodate the ever-expanding
guest list, they are horrified to discover a body washed up on the rocky shore. Even worse, Lindsey
recognizes the man as the justice of the peace who was supposed to officiate her wedding ceremony.
When it becomes clear he was murdered, Lindsey can't help but wonder if it had to do with the wedding.
Now she has to book-it to solve the mystery before it ends her happily ever after before it's even begun."
The Pearl King - Sarah Painter
"Tradition. Loyalty. Respect. Murder. Normal Family stuff... Lydia is pulled into the Crow Family business
by her shady Uncle Charlie. He has decided that Lydia needs to learn the truth about her infamous Family
and to step into her role within it - whether she likes it or not. After Lydia's wrongful arrest, her relationship
with DCI Fleet is decidedly rocky, but when a teenage girl goes missing from Highgate Woods she must
put aside her emotions and work the case. Lydia is increasingly alarmed by Charlie's methods, but is
trapped by loyalty. Then a direct attack on the Crows raises the tension between the Families to boiling
point, and the mysterious Pearl Family step out of the shadows. Can Lydia restore balance to the magical
Families of London without losing her soul?"--Provided by publisher.
Provenance - Carla Laureano
"Los Angeles interior designer and former foster kid Kendall Green is in high demand, both for her
impeccable eye and for her uncanny ability to uncover the provenance of any piece. But for all her
success, skyrocketing costs have put her California home and her business in jeopardy. Then an
unexpected inheritance provides a timely solution: a grandmother she never knew has left her a group of
historic properties in a tiny Colorado town on the edge of ruin. To young, untried mayor Gabriel Brandt,
Jasper Lake is more than another small town--it's the place that saved his life. Now, seeing the town
slowly wither and die, he's desperate to restore it to its former glory. Unfortunately, his vision is at odds
with a local developer who wants to see the town razed and rebuilt as a summer resort. He's sure that he
can enlist the granddaughter of one of its most prominent former citizens to his cause--until he meets Kendall and realizes
that not only does she know nothing of her own history, she has no interest in reviving a place that once abandoned her.
In order to save his beloved town, Gabe must first help Kendall unravel the truth of her own provenance-and Kendall must
learn that in order to embrace the future, sometimes you have to start with the past."-- Provided by publisher.

Wish You Were Here - Jodi Picoult
"From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Small Great Things and The Book of Two Ways
comes a deeply moving novel about the resilience of the human spirit in a moment of crisis. Diana
O'Toole is perfectly on track. She will be married by thirty, done having kids by thirty-five, and move out to
the New York City suburbs, all while climbing the professional ladder in the cutthroat art auction world.
She's an associate specialist at Sotheby's now, but her boss has hinted at a promotion if she can close a
deal with a high-profile client. She's not engaged just yet, but she knows her boyfriend, Finn, a surgical
resident, is about to propose on their romantic getaway to the Galapagos-days before her thirtieth
birthday. Right on time. But then a virus that felt worlds away has appeared in the city, and on the eve of
their departure, Finn breaks the news: It's all hands on deck at the hospital. He has to stay behind. You should still go, he
assures her, since it would be a shame for all of their nonrefundable trip to go to waste. And so, reluctantly, she goes.
Almost immediately, Diana's dream vacation goes awry. Her luggage is lost, the Wi-Fi is nearly nonexistent, and the hotel
they'd booked is shut down due to the pandemic. In fact, the whole island is now under quarantine, and she is stranded
until the borders reopen. Completely isolated, she must venture beyond her comfort zone. Slowly, she carves out a
connection with a local family when a teenager with a secret opens up to Diana, despite her father's suspicion of
outsiders. In the Galapagos Islands, where Darwin's theory of evolution by natural selection was formed, Diana finds
herself examining her relationships, her choices, and herself-and wondering if when she goes home, she too will have
evolved into someone completely different."-- Provided by publisher.

