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An Impossible Promise - Jude Deveraux and Tara Sheets 

"They can't be together, but they can't stay apart. Liam O'Connor has one purpose in this life - to push the 

woman he loves into the arms of another man. The Irish rogue unknowingly changed the course of 

destiny when he fell in love with Cora McLeod over a century ago. Their passion was intense, brief and 

tragic. And the angels have been trying to restore the balance of fate ever since. Now police officers in 

Providence Falls, North Carolina, Liam and Cora are partners on a murder investigation. The intensity of 

the case has drawn them closer together - exactly what Liam is supposed to avoid. The angels have 

made it clear Cora must be with Finley Walsh. But headstrong Cora makes her own decisions and she's 

starting to have feelings for Liam - the only thing he's ever really wanted. Liam knows this is the last 

chance to save his soul. But does he love Cora enough to let her go?" 

Bewilderment - Richard Powers 

"The astrobiologist Theo Byrne searches for life throughout the cosmos while single-handedly raising his 

unusual nine-year-old, Robin, following the death of his wife. Robin is a warm, kind boy who spends hours 

painting elaborate pictures of endangered animals. He's also about to be expelled from third grade for 

smashing his friend in the face. As his son grows more troubled, Theo hopes to keep him off psychoactive 

drugs. He learns of an experimental neurofeedback treatment to bolster Robin's emotional control, one 

that involves training the boy on the recorded patterns of his mother's brain...With its soaring descriptions 

of the natural world, its tantalizing vision of life beyond, and its account of a father and son's ferocious 

love, Bewilderment marks Richard Powers's most intimate and moving novel. At its heart lies the question: 

How can we tell our children the truth about this beautiful, imperiled planet?" 

The Burning - Jonathan and Jesse Kellerman 

"Things get personal for Deputy Coroner Clay Edison when a murder hits close to home in this riveting, 

emotional thriller from the bestselling father-son team. A raging wildfire. A massive blackout. A wealthy 

man shot to death in his palatial hilltop home. For Clay Edison, it's all in a day's work. As a deputy 

coroner, caring for the dead, he speaks for those who cannot speak for themselves. He prides himself on 

an unflinching commitment to the truth. Even when it gets him into trouble. Then, while working the 

murder scene, Clay is horrified to discover a link to his brother, Luke. Horrified. But not surprised. Luke is 

fresh out of prison and struggling to stay on the straight and narrow. And now he's gone AWOL. The race 

is on for Clay to find him before anyone else can. Confronted with Luke's legacy of violence, Clay is 

forced to reckon with his own suspicions, resentments, and loyalties. Is his brother a killer? Or could he be the victim in all 

of this, too? This is Jonathan and Jesse Kellerman at their most affecting and page-turning--a harrowing collision of 

family, revenge, and murder." 

The Butler - Danielle Steel 

"Joachim von Hartmann was born and raised in Buenos Aires by his loving German mother, inseparable 

from his identical twin. When Joachim moves to Paris with his mother in his late teens, his twin stays 

behind and enters a dark world. Meanwhile, Joachim begins training to be a butler, fascinated by the 

precision and intense demands, and goes on to work in some of the grandest homes in England. His 

brother never reappears. Olivia White has given ten years of her life to her magazine, which failed, taking 

all her dreams with it. A bequest from her mother allows her a year in Paris to reinvent herself. She needs 

help setting up a home in a charming Parisian apartment. It is then that her path and Joachim's cross. 

Joachim takes a job working for Olivia as a lark and enjoys the whimsy of a different life for a few weeks, 

which turn to months as the unlikely employer and employee learn they enjoy working side by side. At the same time, 

Joachim discovers the family history he never knew: a criminal grandfather who died in prison, the wealthy father who 

abandoned him, and the dangerous criminal his twin has become. While Olivia struggles to put her life back together, 

Joachim's comes apart. Stripped of their old roles, they strive to discover the truth about each other and themselves, first 

as employer and employee, then as friends. Their paths no longer sure, they are a man and woman who reach a place 

where the past doesn't matter and only what they are living now is true." 

 

 

 



Claws for Alarm - Rita Mae Brown 

"Mary Minor "Harry" Haristeen gets a little help from her veterinarian husband to solve the murder of a 

young equine vet whose death may be linked to his new clinic in Claws for Alarm, a tantalizing mystery 

from Rita Mae Brown and her feline co-author Sneaky Pie Brown. Pharamond "Fair" Haristeen is known 

throughout Crozet, Virginia, as a good horse vet and a better man. So when Benjamin Wagner, a new vet 

in town, is found dead in his unopened clinic, local police turn to Fair for help getting to the bottom of 

things. Fair quickly realizes Ben's clinic has been robbed of ketamine, used by doctors as a horse 

tranquilizer but also a popular recreational drug. Then Fair's own ketamine goes missing from the back of 

his truck. Was Ben killed for his supply? Or was he mixed up in something bigger? Meanwhile, Candida 

Perez, one of Crozet's oldest and most beloved citizens, is found dead at her desk. Not so alarming, given her ninety 

years of life. But the bickering of her children, Ballard and Constance, over her will and the family's valuable collection of 

historical letters threatens to drive the rest of the town to madness. Harry tries to play peacemaker, but the bad blood 

between the two siblings runs deep. Just how far will they take their family squabble? With a little aid from hungry helpers 

Tee Tucker the corgi and sweet puppy Pirate, as well as feline sleuths Mrs. Murphy and Pewter, Harry and Fair team up 

to restore justice--and maybe a little peace and quiet--in Claws for Alarm." 

Cloud Cuckoo Land - Anthony Doerr 

"From the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of All the Light We Cannot See comes a triumph of imagination 

and compassion, a soaring novel about children on the cusp of adulthood in a broken world, who find 

resilience, hope, and story. The heroes of Cloud Cuckoo Land are children trying to figure out the world 

around them, and to survive. In the besieged city of Constantinople in 1453, in a public library in Lakeport, 

Idaho, today, and on a spaceship bound for a distant exoplanet decades from now, an ancient text 

provides solace and the most profound human connection to characters in peril. They all learn the story of 

Aethon, who longs to be turned into a bird so that he can fly to the paradise of Cloud Cuckoo Land, a 

better world. Twelve-year-old Anna lives in a convent where women toil all day embroidering the robes of 

priests. She learns to read from an old Greek tutor she encounters on her errands in the city. In an abandoned priory, she 

finds a stash of old books. One is Aethon's story, which she reads to her sister as the walls of Constantinople are 

bombarded by armies of Saracens. Anna escapes, carrying only a small sack with bread, salt fish--and the book. Outside 

the city walls, Anna meets Omeir, a village boy who was conscripted, along with his beloved pair of oxen, to fight in the 

Sultan's conquest. His oxen have died; he has deserted. In Lakeport, Idaho, in 2020, Seymour, a young activist bent on 

saving the earth, sits in the public library with two homemade bombs in pressure cookers-another siege. Upstairs, eighty-

five-year old Zeno, a former prisoner-of-war, and an amateur translator, rehearses five children in a play adaptation of 

Aethon's adventures. On an interstellar ark called The Argos, Konstance is alone in a vault with sacks of Nourish powder 

and access to all the information in the world--or so she is told. She knows Aethon's story through her father, who has 

sequestered her to protect her. Like Marie-Laure and Werner in All the Light We Cannot See, Konstance, Anna, Omeir, 

Seymour, the young Zeno, the children in the library are dreamers and misfits on the cusp of adulthood in a world the 

grown-ups have broken. They through their own resilience and resourcefulness, and through story. Dedicated to "the 

librarians then, now, and in the years to come," Anthony Doerr's Cloud Cuckoo Land is about the power of story and the 

astonishing survival of the physical book when for thousands of years they were so rare and so feared, dying, as one 

character says, "in fires or floods or in the mouths of worms or at the whims of tyrants." It is a hauntingly beautiful and 

redemptive novel about stewardship-of the book, of the Earth, of the human heart."-- Provided by publisher. 

A Darker Reality - Anne Perry 

"A personal trip turns perilous after the murder of a British spy in Washington, D.C., forces Elena Standish 

to face dark family secrets in this exciting 1930s mystery by bestselling author Anne Perry. On a family trip 

to Washington, D.C., Elena Standish is delighted to visit her mother's parents for their anniversary and 

celebrate with influential friends of her grandfather, a prominent scientist. Even Franklin and Eleanor 

Roosevelt will attend the party. But the event comes to a sudden and tragic end when one of the guests, 

Lila Worth, is run over by a car in the driveway outside. Elena realizes that Lila had been trying to tell her 

something, and when a call from Peter Lucas back home at MI6 confirms that Lila was a British spy, Elena 

pairs with the American secret service to find out what vital information the young woman had in her 

possession. To further complicate Elena's trip, her grandfather is arrested for the murder. Desperate to clear his name 

and save her family from disgrace, she looks more deeply into her grandfather's scientific life and discovers that Lila had 

been desperately trying to keep the latest developments in nuclear fission out of the Nazis' hands. Her grandfather's 

business secrets run deep, it appears, and as Elena begins to question his loyalties, she wonders if she can trust anyone 

in this dark new world order." --Provided by publisher. 



Daughter of the Morning Star - Craig Johnson 

"A new novel in the beloved New York Times bestselling Longmire series. When Lolo Long's niece Jaya 

begins receiving death threats, Tribal Police Chief Long calls on Absaroka County Sheriff Walt Longmire 

along with Henry Standing Bear as lethal backup. Jaya "Longshot" Long is the phenom of the Lame Deer 

Lady Stars High School basketball team and is following in the steps of her older sister, who disappeared 

a year previously, a victim of the scourge of missing Native Woman in Indian Country. Lolo hopes that 

having Longmire involved might draw some public attention to the girl's plight, but with this maneuver she 

also inadvertently places the good sheriff in a one-on-one with the deadliest adversary he has ever faced 

in both this world and the next." 

Dear Santa - Debbie Macomber 

"Lindy Carmichael isn't feeling particularly joyful when she returns home to Wenatchee, Washington, for 

Christmas. The man she thought was "the one" has cheated on her with her best friend, and she feels 

completely devoid of creativity in her graphic-design job. Not even carolers or Christmas cookies can 

cheer her up--but Lindy's mother, Ellen, remembers an old tradition that might lift her daughter's spirits. 

Reading through a box of childhood letters to Santa and reminiscing about what she'd wished for as a 

young girl may be just the inspiration Lindy needs. With Ellen's encouragement, she decides to write a 

new letter to Santa, one that will encourage her to have faith and believe just as she'd done all those 

years ago. Little does Lindy know that this exercise in gratitude will cause her wishes to unfold before her 

in miraculous ways. And, thanks to some fateful twists of Christmas magic--especially an unexpected connection with a 

handsome former classmate--Lindy ultimately realizes that there is truly no place like home for the holidays. In Dear 

Santa, Debbie Macomber celebrates the joys of Christmas blessings, old and new." 

Fan Fiction: A Mem-noir Inspired by True Events - Brent Spiner 

"Brent Spiner's explosive and hilarious novel is a personal look at the slightly askew relationship between 

a celebrity and his fans. If the Coen Brothers were to make a Star Trek movie, involving the complexity of 

fan obsession and sci-fi, this noir comedy might just be the one. Set in 1991, just as Star Trek: The Next 

Generation has rocketed the cast to global fame, the young and impressionable actor Brent Spiner 

receives a mysterious package and a series of disturbing letters, that take him on a terrifying and bizarre 

journey that enlists Paramount Security, the LAPD, and even the FBI in putting a stop to the danger that 

has his life and career hanging in the balance. Featuring a cast of characters from Patrick Stewart to 

Levar Burton to Trek creator Gene Roddenberry, to some completely imagined, this is the fictional 

autobiography that takes readers into the life of Brent Spiner, and tells an amazing tale about the trappings of celebrity 

and the fear he has carried with him his entire life. Fan Fiction is a zany love letter to a world in which we all participate, 

the phenomenon of "Fandom."" 

Forgiving Paris - Karen Kingsbury 

"In Indiana, Ashley Baxter Blake and her husband are about to take an anniversary trip to Paris, but she is 

hesitant. More than two decades ago, she made her most grievous mistake in that same city. She has 

never forgiven herself for what happened there, and she still harbors secrets that she's afraid will come to 

light. Just before the trip, Ashley gets a call from her niece. Jessie explains that her French boyfriend's 

mother remembers working at a bakery with an American named Ashley. "Could that be you?" When Alice 

and Ashley meet, a flood of memories comes for both women, taking Ashley back to a reckless affair and 

an unexpected pregnancy and Alice to the night she nearly ended it all. Can this reunion bring healing and 

closure? Maybe it is finally time for Ashley to forgive herself...and Paris." 

The Fox's Curse - Sarah Painter 

"A cursed Fox. A vengeful Silver. A whole lot of trouble... Lydia Crow has long suspected there is more 

beneath London than just trains, but has never been keen to poke around in the dark. But when Paul Fox, 

powerful member of the Fox Family, blackmails her into taking a case, she has no choice. Investigating a 

suspicious death in a disused tunnel of the London Underground for her ex-boyfriend causes friction 

between her and DCI Fleet - and not the fun kind. Uncle Charlie is still pressuring her to work for the 

Family business, her ghostly flatmate is looking for answers about his own demise, and Maria Silver is out 

for blood. Preferably Lydia's. With old alliances broken, it's harder for Lydia to know who to trust. There is 

a big choice up ahead and it's getting closer by the second. Lydia has to find a path in the darkness - and 

fast. Don't miss the third instalment in the bestselling urban fantasy mystery series, Crow Investigations." 



Foul Play - Stuart Woods 

"In the latest action-packed thriller from #1 New York Times bestselling author Stuart Woods, Stone 

Barrington faces down a persistent rival. Stone Barrington is nearing his New York City abode when he 

stumbles into trouble. As it turns out, a new client is in danger--and with both business and the safety of 

the city at stake, he has no choice but to get involved. When it soon becomes clear that a complicated 

scheme is being hatched, Stone will need to use his expertise and connections to unravel the clever plot. 

Though the source remains unknown, it's just a matter of time before he and Stone must each show their 

hands. From ritzy Manhattan high-rises to the lush serenity of the Connecticut countryside, the game of 

cat and mouse can end with only one victor..." 

Harlem Shuffle - Colson Whitehead 

"To his customers and neighbors on 125th street, Carney is an upstanding salesman of reasonably-priced 

furniture, making a life for himself and his family. He and his wife Elizabeth are expecting their second 

child, and if her parents on Striver's Row don't approve of him or their cramped apartment across from the 

subway tracks, it's still home. Few people know he descends from a line of uptown hoods and crooks, and 

that his façade of normalcy has more than a few cracks in it. Cracks that are getting bigger and bigger all 

the time. See, cash is tight, especially with all those installment plan sofas, so if his cousin Freddie 

occasionally drops off the odd ring or necklace at the furniture store, Ray doesn't see the need to ask 

where it comes from. He knows a discreet jeweler downtown who also doesn't ask questions. Then 

Freddie falls in with a crew who plan to rob the Hotel Theresa -- the "Waldorf of Harlem" -- and volunteers Ray's services 

as the fence. The heist doesn't go as planned; they rarely do, after all. Now Ray has to cater to a new clientele, one made 

up of shady cops on the take, vicious minions of the local crime lord, and numerous other Harlem lowlifes. Thus begins 

the internal tussle between Ray the striver and Ray the crook. As Ray navigates this double life, he starts to see the truth 

about who actually pulls the strings in Harlem. Can Ray avoid getting killed, save his cousin, and grab his share of the big 

score, all while maintaining his reputation as the go-to source for all your quality home furniture needs? Harlem Shuffle is 

driven by an ingeniously intricate plot that plays out in a beautifully recreated Harlem of the early 1960s. It's a family saga 

masquerading as a crime novel, a hilarious morality play, a social novel about race and power, and ultimately a love letter 

to Harlem. But mostly, it's a joy to read, another dazzling novel from the Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award-winning 

Colson Whitehead." -- Provided by publisher. 

The Heartbreaker of Echo Pass - Maisey Yates 

"Shy Iris Daniels is on a mission to shake up her life. She's sick of being underestimated, and she's got a 

new business plan to prove it. The one thing she didn't factor in is her new landlord, Griffin Chance. The 

gruff mountain man isn't what she expected, but Iris recognizes the pain in his eyes. Yet the attraction he 

ignites is much more unfamiliar...and might be the perfect chance for Iris to embrace the adventure she 

yearns for. Griffin Chance knows firsthand how senseless the cards dealt in life can be. He wouldn't have 

isolated himself on a remote mountain ridge if he didn't. Innocent Iris craves excitement, and he's a man 

who thought he'd forgotten how to feel. But when their connection grows deeper than either of them 

anticipated, Griffin has to decide if he can put down the pain of his past and step into a love he never 

believed possible." 

The Jailhouse Lawyer - James Patterson and Nancy Allen 

"A young lawyer takes on the judge who is destroying her hometown--and ends up in jail herself. In 

picture-perfect Erva, Alabama, the most serious crimes are misdemeanors. Speeding tickets. Shoplifting. 

Contempt of court. Then why is the jail so crowded? And why are so few prisoners released? There's only 

one place to learn the truth behind these incriminating secrets. Sometimes the best education a lawyer 

can get is a short stretch of hard time." 

 

 



The Jealousy Man and Other Stories - Jo Nesbø  

"A dark, thrilling short-story collection about twisted minds and vengeful hearts, from a true master of 

suspense. A detective with a nose for jealousy is on the trail of a man suspected of murdering his twin; a 

bereaved father must decide whether vengeance has a place in the new world order after a pandemic 

brings about the collapse of society; a woman finally overcomes her intimacy issues through a dark 

encounter with her Peeping Tom neighbor; a hired assassin pits his wits against his greatest adversary, 

another assassin, in a dangerous game for survival; and an instantly electric connection between 

passengers on a flight to London may spell romance, or may spell something more sinister." 

Light from Uncommon Stars - Ryka Aoki 

"Shizuka Satomi made a deal with the devil: to escape damnation, she must entice seven other violin 

prodigies to trade their souls for success. She has already delivered six. When Katrina Nguyen, a young 

transgender runaway, catches Shizuka's ear with her wild talent, Shizuka can almost feel the curse lifting. 

She's found her final candidate. But in a donut shop off a bustling highway in the San Gabriel Valley, 

Shizuka meets Lan Tran, retired starship captain, interstellar refugee, and mother of four. Shizuka doesn't 

have time for crushes or coffee dates, what with her very soul on the line, but Lan's kind smile and eyes 

like stars might just redefine a soul's worth. And maybe something as small as a warm donut is powerful 

enough to break a curse as vast as the California coastline. As the lives of these three women become 

entangled by chance and fate, a story of magic, identity, curses, and hope begins, and a family worth crossing the 

universe for is found." 

The Lincoln Highway - Amor Towles 

"The bestselling author of A Gentleman in Moscow and Rules of Civility and master of absorbing, 

sophisticated fiction returns with a stylish and propulsive novel set in 1950s America. In June, 1954, 

eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven home to Nebraska by the warden of the juvenile work farm 

where he has just served fifteen months for involuntary manslaughter. His mother long gone, his father 

recently deceased, and the family farm foreclosed upon by the bank, Emmett's intention is to pick up his 

eight-year-old brother, Billy, and head to California where they can start their lives anew. But when the 

warden drives away, Emmett discovers that two friends from the work farm have hidden themselves in the 

trunk of the warden's car. Together, they have hatched an altogether different plan for Emmett's future, 

one that will take them all on a fateful journey in the opposite direction--to the City of New York. Spanning just ten days 

and told from multiple points of view, Towles's third novel will satisfy fans of his multi-layered literary styling while 

providing them an array of new and richly imagined settings, characters, and themes."  

The Love Hypothesis - Ali Hazelwood 

"When a fake relationship between scientists meets the irresistible force of attraction, it throws one 

woman's carefully calculated theories on love into chaos. As a third-year Ph.D. candidate, Olive Smith 

doesn't believe in lasting romantic relationships--but her best friend does, and that's what got her into this 

situation. Convincing Anh that Olive is dating and well on her way to a happily ever after was always going 

to take more than hand-wavy Jedi mind tricks: Scientists require proof. So, like any self-respecting 

biologist, Olive panics and kisses the first man she sees. That man is none other than Adam Carlsen, a 

young hotshot professor--and well-known ass. Which is why Olive is positively floored when Stanford's 

reigning lab tyrant agrees to keep her charade a secret and be her fake boyfriend. But when a big science 

conference goes haywire, putting Olive's career on the Bunsen burner, Adam surprises her again with his unyielding 

support and even more unyielding...six-pack abs. Suddenly their little experiment feels dangerously close to combustion. 

And Olive discovers that the only thing more complicated than a hypothesis on love is putting her own heart under the 

microscope."  

 

 

 

 

 



The Man Who Died Twice - Richard Osman 

"Elizabeth, Joyce, Ron and Ibrahim--the Thursday Murder Club--are still riding high off their recent real-life 

murder case and are looking forward to a bit of peace and quiet at Cooper's Chase, their posh retirement 

village. But they are out of luck. An unexpected visitor--an old pal of Elizabeth's (or perhaps more than just 

a pal?)--arrives, desperate for her help. He has been accused of stealing diamonds worth millions from 

the wrong men and he's seriously on the lam. Then, as night follows day, the first body is found. But not 

the last. Elizabeth, Joyce, Ron and Ibrahim are up against a ruthless murderer who wouldn't bat an eyelid 

at knocking off four septuagenarians. Can our four friends catch the killer before the killer catches them? 

And if they find the diamonds, too? Well, wouldn't that be a bonus? You should never put anything beyond 

the Thursday Murder Club. Richard Osman is back with everyone's favorite mystery-solving quartet, and the second 

installment of The Thursday Murder Club series is just as clever and warm as the first--an unputdownable, laugh-out-loud 

pleasure of a read."  

The Night Raven - Sarah Painter 

"Meet Lydia Crow... Lydia has always known she has no power, especially next to her infamous and more-

than-slightly dodgy family. Which is why she carved her own life as a private investigator far away from 

London. When a professional snafu forces her home, the head of the family calls in a favor, and Lydia 

finds herself investigating the disappearance of her cousin, Maddie. Soon, Lydia is neck-deep in problems: 

her new flatmate is a homicidal ghost, the intriguing, but forbidden, DCI Fleet is acting in a distinctly 

unprofessional manner, and tensions between the old magical families are rising. The Crows used to rule 

the roost and rumors claim they are still the strongest. The Silvers have a facility for lying and they run the 

finest law firm in London. The Pearl family were costermongers and everybody knows that a Pearlie can 

sell feathers to a bird. The Fox family... Well. The less said about the Fox family the better. For seventy-five years, a truce 

between the four families has held strong, but could the disappearance of Maddie Crow be the thing to break it? The Night 

Raven is the first book in Crow Investigations, an exciting new paranormal mystery series from bestselling author of 

magical fiction, Sarah Painter."  

No Words - Meg Cabot 

"Welcome to Little Bridge, one of the smallest, most beautiful islands in the Florida Keys. Jo Wright 

always swore she'd never step foot on Little Bridge Island--not as long as her nemesis, bestselling author 

Will Price, is living there. Then Jo's given an offer she can't refuse: an all-expense paid trip to speak and 

sign at the island's first ever book festival. Even though arrogant Will is the last person Jo wants to see, 

she could really use the festival's more-than-generous speaking fee. She's suffering from a crippling case 

of writer's block on the next installment of her bestselling children's series, and her father needs financial 

help as well. Then Jo hears that Will is off-island on the set of the film of his next book. Hallelujah! But 

when she arrives on Little Bridge, Jo is in for a shock: Will is not only at the book festival, but seems 

genuinely sorry for his past actions--and more than willing not only to make amends, but prove to Jo that he's a changed 

man. Things seem to be looking up--until disaster strikes, causing Jo to wonder: Do any of us ever really know anyone?"  

Oh William! - Elizabeth Strout 

 "Lucy Barton is a writer, but her ex-husband, William, remains a hard man to read. William, she 

confesses, has always been a mystery to me. Another mystery is why the two have remained connected 

after all these years. They just are. So Lucy is both surprised and not surprised when William asks her to 

join him on a trip to investigate a recently uncovered family secret--one of those secrets that rearrange 

everything we think we know about the people closest to us. What happens next is nothing less than 

another example of what Hilary Mantel has called Elizabeth Strout's "perfect attunement to the human 

condition." There are fears and insecurities, simple joys and acts of tenderness, and revelations about 

affairs and other spouses, parents and their children. On every page of this exquisite novel we learn more 

about the quiet forces that hold us together--even after we've grown apart. At the heart of this story is the indomitable 

voice of Lucy Barton, who offers a profound, lasting reflection on the very nature of existence. "This is the way of life," 

Lucy says: "the many things we do not know until it is too late.""  

 

 

 



The Party Crasher - Sophie Kinsella 

"It's been over two years since Effie's beloved parents got divorced, destroying the image of the happy, 

loving childhood she thought she had. Since then, she's become estranged from her father and embarked 

on a feud with his hot (and much younger) girlfriend, Krista. And now, more earth-shattering news: 

Greenoaks, the rambling Victorian country house Effie called home her whole life, has been sold. When 

Krista decides to throw a grand "house cooling" party, Effie is originally left off the guest list-and then 

receives a last-minute "anti-invitation" (maybe it's because she called Krista a gold-digger, but Krista 

totally deserved it, and it was mostly a joke anyway). Effie declines, but then remembers a beloved 

childhood treasure is still hidden in the house. Her only chance to retrieve it is to break into Greenoaks 

while everyone is busy celebrating. As Effie sneaks around the house, hiding under tables and peeping through trapdoors, 

she realizes the secrets Greenoaks holds aren't just in the dusty passageways and hidden attics she grew up exploring. 

Watching how her sister, brother, and dad behave when they think no one is looking, Effie overhears conversations, 

makes discoveries, and begins to see her family in a new light. Then she runs into Joe-the love of her life, who long ago 

broke her heart, and who's still as handsome and funny as ever-and even more truths emerge. But will Effie act on these 

revelations? Will she stay hidden or step out into the party and take her place with her family? And truthfully, what did she 

really come back to Greenoaks for? Over the course of one blowout party, Effie realizes that she must be honest with 

herself and confront her past before she'll ever be able to face her future."-- Provided by publisher.  

Santa Cruise - Fern Michaels 

"At Ridgewood High, Amy, Frankie, Rachael, and Nina formed a deep bond. Now, fifteen years after 

leaving school behind, they're back for a reunion, laughing, reminiscing, and chatting how much has 

changed-and how much hasn't. Nina, once the star of every school play, moved to Hollywood and landed 

a recurring role on a sitcom. Amy, fondly known as "the brains of the operation," is now a Silicon Valley 

bioengineer. Outgoing and compassionate, Frankie works for a New York publishing house. Rachael, 

always the most boy-crazy of the crew, married-mostly to please her parents-but is now divorced. All four 

are strong, successful, and somehow, still looking for the right partner. But Frankie has an idea to help 

solve that--a singles cruise for the holidays. In late December, Amy, Rachael, Frankie, and Nina gather in 

Miami, ready to board their state-of-the-art cruise ship. The entertainment options are endless, the food is to die for, and 

the passenger list includes hundreds of eligible men. The highlight of the week will be a magnificent New Year's Eve 

celebration with multiple theme parties, dancing, and fireworks. The ladies are happy to give Cupid a helping hand here 

and there-hanging mistletoe in elevators and cheering each other on through speed-dating events and shore excursions. 

Holidays-like the path of love itself-don't always go exactly as planned, but over the course of one festive, unforgettable 

week, all four will set sail on surprising new adventures."  

The Santa Suit - Mary Kay Andrews 

"When newly-divorced Ivy Perkins buys an old farmhouse sight unseen, she is definitely looking for a 

change in her life. The Four Roses, as the farmhouse is called, is a labor of love--but Ivy didn't bargain on 

just how much labor. The previous family left so much furniture and so much junk, that it's a full-time job 

sorting through all of it. At the top of a closet, Ivy finds an old Santa suit--beautifully made and decades 

old. In the pocket of a suit she finds a note written in a childish hand: it's from a little girl who has one 

Christmas wish, and that is for her father to return home from the war. This discovery sets Ivy off on a 

mission. Who wrote the note? Did the man ever come home? What mysteries did the Rose family hold? 

Ivy's quest brings her into the community, at a time when all she wanted to do was be left alone and nurse 

her wounds. But the magic of Christmas makes miracles happen, and Ivy just might find more than she ever thought 

possible: a welcoming town, a family reunited, a mystery solved, and a second chance at love."  

The Silver Mark - Sarah Painter 

"London is Lydia Crow's city so when a man is found hanged under Blackfriars Bridge, she takes it 

personally. Driven by her desire to improve her fledgling P.I. skills and an innate sense of justice, Lydia 

investigates. Even when it seems as if the Silver Family might be involved, Lydia refuses to back down. 

The Silver Family, who run the finest law firm in London, have a gift for persuasion. In the Bad Old Days it 

was said they could make a man jump off a roof by convincing him he could fly. But that's all in the past... 

Isn't it? Everybody wants something from Lydia: Her Uncle Charlie wants her to join the infamous Family 

Business, her ghostly flatmate wants her to test her power, DCI Fleet wants a relationship, and the Silver 

Family want her to keep her nose out. Trouble is, Lydia has never been much good at taking orders. And 

London in a heatwave is a dangerous place to be..."  



State of Terror - Hillary Rodham Clinton and Louise Penny 

"State of Terror follows Ellen Adams, a novice Secretary of State, who has joined the administration of 

her rival, a president inaugurated after four years of American leadership that shrank from the world 

stage. A series of terrorist attacks throws the global order into disarray and the secretary is tasked with 

assembling a team to unravel the deadly conspiracy, a scheme carefully designed to take advantage of 

an American government dangerously out of touch and out of power in the places where it counts the 

most. This high-stakes thriller of international intrigue features behind-the-scenes global drama informed 

by details only an insider could know."  

 

Two Sisters Detective Agency - James Patterson and Candice Fox 

"From the world's #1 bestselling author comes a thrilling new standalone novel where a detective duo of 

sisters finds themselves in the crosshairs of a dangerous and lawless group. Attorney Rhonda Bird returns 

home after a long estrangement when she learns her father has died. There she makes two important 

discoveries: her father stopped being an accountant and had opened up a private detective agency, and 

she has a teenage half-sister named Baby. Baby brings in a client to the detective agency, a young man 

who claims he was abducted. During the course of the investigation, Rhonda and Baby become entangled 

in a dangerous case involving a group of overprivileged young adults who break laws for fun, their 

psychopath ringleader, and an ex-assassin victim who decides to hunt them down for revenge."  

What a Happy Family - Saumya Dave 

"Natasha Joshi quit her day job so she could pursue her passion: comedy. But stage fright and a series of 

rejections send her into a downward spiral. Suhani Joshi is the sister who always followed the rules. But 

when her ex-boyfriend is hired at her hospital, dark secrets threaten to surface. Their mother, Bina, has 

been the perfect pillar of her community ever since she left India. But thirty years later, she finds herself 

lacking purpose. When tragedy hits, Bina, Suhani and Natasha discover they need each other and along 

the way, discover the real reason their parents left India." 

  

The Wish - Nicholas Sparks 

 "1996 was the year that changed everything for Maggie Dawes. Sent away at sixteen to live with an aunt 

she barely knew in Ocracoke, a remote village on North Carolina's Outer Banks, she could think only of 

the friends and family she left behind . . . until she meets Bryce Trickett, one of the few teenagers on the 

island. Handsome, genuine, and newly admitted to West Point, Bryce gradually shows her how much 

there is to love about the wind-swept beach town-and introduces her to photography, a passion that will 

define the rest of her life. By 2019, Maggie is a renowned travel photographer. She splits her time 

between running a successful gallery in New York and photographing remote locations around the world. 

But this year she is unexpectedly grounded over Christmas, struggling to come to terms with a sobering 

medical diagnosis. Increasingly dependent on a young assistant, she finds herself becoming close to him. As they count 

down the last days of the season together, she begins to tell him the story of another Christmas, decades earlier-and the 

love that set her on a course she never could have imagined."-- Provided by publisher. 


