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Excuse Me While I Ugly Cry - Joya Goffney 

"Quinn keeps lists of everything--from the days she's ugly cried, to "Things That I Would Never Admit Out 

Loud" and all the boys she'd like to kiss. Her lists keep her sane. By writing her fears on paper, she never 

has to face them in real life. That is, until her journal goes missing . . . Then an anonymous account posts 

one of her lists on Instagram for the whole school to see and blackmails her into facing seven of her 

greatest fears, or else her entire journal will go public. Quinn doesn't know who to trust. Desperate, she 

teams up with Carter Bennett--the last known person to have her journal--in a race against time to track 

down the blackmailer. Together, they journey through everything Quinn's been too afraid to face, and 

along the way, Quinn finds the courage to be honest, to live in the moment, and to fall in love." 

From a Whisper to a Rallying Cry: The Killing of Vincent Chin and the Trial that Galvanized the Asian American 

Movement - Paula Yoo 

“America in 1982: Japanese car companies are on the rise and believed to be putting U.S. autoworkers 

out of their jobs. Anti-Asian American sentiment simmers, especially in Detroit. A bar fight turns fatal, 

leaving a Chinese American man, Vincent Chin, beaten to death at the hands of two white men, 

autoworker Ronald Ebens and his stepson, Michael Nitz. Paula Yoo has crafted a searing examination of 

the killing and the trial and verdicts that followed. When Ebens and Nitz pled guilty to manslaughter and 

received only a $3,000 fine and three years' probation, the lenient sentence sparked outrage. The 

protests that followed led to a federal civil rights trial--the first involving a crime against an Asian 

American--and galvanized what came to be known as the Asian American movement. Extensively 

researched from court transcripts, contemporary news accounts, and in-person interviews with key participants, From a 

Whisper to a Rallying Cry is a suspenseful, nuanced, and authoritative portrait of a pivotal moment in civil rights history, 

and a man who became a symbol against hatred and racism." 

Instructions for Dancing - Nicola Yoon 

"Evie Thomas doesn't believe in love anymore. Especially after the strangest thing occurs one otherwise 

ordinary afternoon: She witnesses a couple kiss and is overcome with a vision of how their romance 

began . . . and how it will end. After all, even the greatest love stories end with a broken heart, 

eventually. As Evie tries to understand why this is happening, she finds herself at La Brea Dance Studio, 

learning to waltz, fox-trot, and tango with a boy named X. X is everything that Evie is not: adventurous, 

passionate, daring. His philosophy is to say yes to everything--including entering a ballroom dance 

competition with a girl he's only just met. Falling for X is definitely not what Evie had in mind. If her 

visions of heartbreak have taught her anything, it's that no one escapes love unscathed. But as she and 

X dance around and toward each other, Evie is forced to question all she thought she knew about life and love. In the end, 

is love worth the risk?" 

Notes from a Young Black Chef - Kwame Onwuachi with Joshua David Stein 

"This inspiring memoir, now adapted for young adults, chronicles Top Chef star and Forbes and Zagat 30 

Under 30 phenom Kwame Onwuachi's incredible and odds-defying fame in the food world after a tough 

childhood in the Bronx and Nigeria. Food was Kwame Onwuachi's first great love. He connected to 

cooking via his mother, in the family's modest Bronx apartment. From that spark, he launched his own 

catering company with twenty thousand dollars he made selling candy on the subway and trained in the 

kitchens of some of the most acclaimed restaurants in the country. He faced many challenges on the 

road to success, including breaking free of a dangerous downward spiral due to temptation and easy 

money, and grappling with just how unwelcoming the world of fine dining can be for people of color. Born 

on Long Island and raised in New York City, Nigeria, and Louisiana, Kwame Onwuachi's incredible story is one of survival 

and ingenuity in the face of adversity." 

 

 

 

 



Renegade Flight - Andrea Tang 

"Viola Park's life is over. She's gone from planning her future as a pilot-in-training to resigning herself to 

life on the ground. And it's all because she made one tiny, not-altogether-legal maneuver on the 

prestigious GAN Academy's entrance exam. It's bad enough that she didn't get into the Academy, but 

getting caught cheating? It's probably the worst thing Vi could imagine. Still, there are perks that come 

with Vi's family legacy at the school, and when Vi learns that recent pilot disappearances have left the 

Academy desperate for recruits, she does what any good Park would do--uses her connections to wiggle 

her way back in. But instead of matriculating with the regular class of future Peacekeepers, Vi is forced to 

enter as a probationary student, which means she'll have to work twice as hard to prove herself worthy of 

a place in the cockpit of one of the legendary dragon mechs. Lucky for Vi, the Academy has set up a combat tournament 

for all students, and the prize is a guaranteed spot in the Peacekeeper corps. Unlucky for Vi, she'll have to compete 

against her probie classmates, including Nicholas Lee, a mysterious boy prone to throwing Vi off her game. And as more 

Peacekeepers go missing, what starts out as a ploy to save her reputation turns into a fight for the future of Peacekeepers 

everywhere, and if Vi can't master her mech combat skills, she might not survive the battle. In this standalone set fifteen 

years after Prudence Wu took flight in Rebelwing, a new generation of scrappy young pilots challenge corruption, 

competition, and more dangerous mechs than ever, as they redefine what it means to be a revolutionary." 

Rule of Wolves - Leigh Bardugo 

"The wolves are circling and a young king will face his greatest challenge in the explosive finale of the 

instant #1 New York Times-bestselling King of Scars Duology. The Demon King. As Fjerda's massive 

army prepares to invade, Nikolai Lantsov will summon every bit of his ingenuity and charm--and even the 

monster within--to win this fight. But a dark threat looms that cannot be defeated by a young king's gift for 

the impossible. The Stormwitch. Zoya Nazyalensky has lost too much to war. She saw her mentor die 

and her worst enemy resurrected, and she refuses to bury another friend. Now duty demands she 

embrace her powers to become the weapon her country needs. No matter the cost. The Queen of 

Mourning. Deep undercover, Nina Zenik risks discovery and death as she wages war on Fjerda from 

inside its capital. But her desire for revenge may cost her country its chance at freedom and Nina the 

chance to heal her grieving heart. King. General. Spy. Together they must find a way to forge a future in the darkness. Or 

watch a nation fall." 

Things that Grow - Meredith Goldstein 

"After her grandmother dies, a girl travels to different gardens to scatter her ashes, learning about life 

and love along the way. From Love Letters advice columnist and podcast host Meredith Goldstein, this 

emotionally resonant novel with a touch of humor is perfect for fans of Robin Benway and Jenna Evans 

Welch. When Lori's Dorothy Parker-loving grandmother dies, Lori's world is turned upside down. 

Grandma Sheryl was everything to Lori--and not just because Sheryl raised Lori when Lori's mom got a 

job out of town. Now Lori's mom is insisting on moving her away from her beloved Boston right before 

senior year. Desperate to stay for as long as possible, Lori insists on honoring her grandmother's last 

request before she moves: to scatter Sheryl's ashes near things that grow. Along with her uncle Seth 

and Chris, best friend and love-of-her-life crush, Lori sets off on a road trip to visit her grandmother's favorite gardens. 

Dodging forest bathers, scandalized volunteers, and angry homeowners, they come to terms with the shape of life after 

Grandma Sheryl. Saying goodbye isn't easy, but Lori might just find a way to move forward surrounded by the people she 

loves." 

Violet and Daisy: The Story of Vaudeville's Famous Conjoined Twins - Sarah Miller 

"On February 5, 1908, Kate Skinner, a 21-year-old unmarried barmaid in Brighton, England, gave birth to 

twin girls. They each had ten fingers and ten toes, but were joined back to back at the base of the spine. 

Freaks, monsters --that's what they were called. Mary Hilton, Kate's employer and midwife, adopted 

Violet and Daisy and promptly began displaying the babies as "Brighton's United Twins." Exhibitions at 

street fairs, carnivals, and wax museums across England and Scotland followed. At 8 years old, the girls 

came to the United States, eventually becoming the stars of sideshow, vaudeville, and burlesque circuits 

in the 1920s and 1930s. In a story loaded with questions about identity and exploitation, Sarah Miller 

delivers a completely compelling, empathetic portrait of two sisters whose bonds were so sacred that 

nothing -- not even death-- would compel Violet and Daisy to break them." 

 


