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Juvenile	Nonfiction		
What’s	Inside	a	Flower?:	and	Other	Questions	about	Science	and	Nature,	Rachel	
Ignotofsky	
Budding backyard scientists can start exploring their world with this stunning introduction to 
these flowery show-stoppers-from seeds to roots to blooms. Learning how flowers grow gives 
kids beautiful building blocks of science and inquiry. In the launch of a new nonfiction picture 
book series, Rachel Ignotofsky's distinctive art style and engaging, informative text clearly 
answers any questions a child (or adult) could have about flowers. 
 
Hana’s	Suitcase:	The	Quest	to	Solve	a	Holocaust	Mystery,	Karen	Levine	
*2022 Bluestem nominee  This award-winning true Holocaust story, newly updated, connects 
generations through one woman's quest to find the truth behind a mysterious suitcase. In March 2000, 
Fumiko Ishioka, the curator of a small Holocaust education center in Tokyo, received an empty 
suitcase from the museum at Auschwitz. On the outside, in white paint, were the words "Hana Brady, 
May 16, 1931, Orphan." Fumiko and the children at the center were determined to find out who Hana 
was and what happened to her all those years ago, leading them to a startling and emotional discovery. 
The dual narrative intertwines Fumiko's international journey to find the truth about Hana Brady's fate 
with Hana's own compelling story of her life in a quiet Czech town, which is shattered by the arrival of the Nazis, tearing 
apart the family she loves. This suspense-filled work of investigative nonfiction draws in young readers and makes them 
active participants in the search for Hana's identity. 
	
It’s	Trevor	Noah:	Born	a	Crime,	Stories	from	a	South	African	Childhood	(Adapted	for	Young	
Readers),	Trevor	Noah	
*2022 Rebecca Caudill nominee  Trevor Noah, host of The Daily Show on Comedy Central, shares his 
remarkable story of growing up in South Africa with a black South African mother and a white 
European father at a time when it was against the law for a mixed-race child to exist. But he did 
exist—and from the beginning, the often-misbehaved Trevor used his keen smarts and humor to 
navigate a harsh life under a racist government. In a country where racism barred blacks from social, 
educational, and economic opportunity, Trevor surmounted staggering obstacles and created a 
promising future for himself thanks to his mom's unwavering love and indomitable will. This honest and poignant memoir 
adapted from the #1 New York Times bestseller will astound and inspire readers as well as offer a fascinating perspective 
on South Africa's tumultuous racial history. 
 
Fantasy/Science	Fiction					
The	Chupacabras	of	the	Rio	Grande	(Unicorn	Rescue	Society	
#3),	David	Bowles	and	Adam	Gidwitz	
The	Madre	de	Aguas	of	Cuba	(Unicorn	Rescue	Society	#4),	
Emma	Otheguy	and	Adam	Gidwitz	
The	Secret	of	the	Himalayas,	(Unicorn	Rescue	Society	#5),	
Hena	Khan	and	Adam	Gidwitz	
Are you ready to protect the creatures of myth and legend? Then you belong in The Unicorn Rescue Society. HURRY–
THE CREATURES NEED YOU! New adventures, including spiny, bloodsucking (adorable) creatures in Mexico, a 
mysterious water-serpent in Cuba, and—finally—a possible unicorn in Pakistan await Uchenna, Elliot, and Professor 
Fauna in this fantasy-adventure from Adam Gidwitz, the beloved bestselling and Newbery Honor-winning author of The 
Inquisitors Tale and A Tale Dark & Grimm. Illustrated throughout, it’s the perfect fit for newly 
independent readers looking for a story full of adventure, fun, and friendship. 
	
The	Nightmare	Thief,	Nicole	Lesperance			
Maren Partridge loves working in her family's dream shop where she can hand-craft any dream 
imaginable. The shop has only one rule. Dreams cannot be given to a person without their consent. 
Maren has no problem with this--until her sister, Hallie, has an accident that leaves her in a coma. 



Maren's certain she can cure Hallie with a few well-chosen dreams. And when no one is watching, she slips her a flying 
dream. But a strange new customer from the shop has been following Maren and knows what she did. Now she's laid the 
perfect trap to blackmail Maren into creating custom nightmares for a dark and terrible purpose. As Maren gets drawn 
further into the sinister scheme, she must make a choice: to protect her family or to protect the town from her family's 
magic. 
	
Realistic	Fiction		
Unplugged,	Gordon	Korman		
From New York Times bestselling author Gordon Korman comes a hilarious middle grade novel about a 
group of kids forced to "unplug" at a wellness camp—where they instead find intrigue, adventure, and a 
whole lot of chaos. As the son of the world's most famous tech billionaire, spoiled Jett Baranov has 
always gotten what he wanted. So when his father's private jet drops him in the middle of the Arkansas 
wilderness, at a place called the Oasis, Jett can't believe it. He's forced to hand over his cell phone, eat 
grainy veggie patties, and participate in wholesome activities with the other kids, who he has absolutely 
no interest in hanging out with. As the weeks go on, Jett starts to get used to the unplugged life and even bonds with the 
other kids over their discovery of a baby-lizard-turned-pet, Needles. But he can't help noticing that the adults at the Oasis 
are acting really strange. Jett is determined to get to the bottom of things, but can he convince everybody that he is no 
longer just a spoiled brat who is making trouble? 
	
Ben	Yokoyama	and	the	Cookie	of	Doom	(Cookie	Chronicles	#1),	Matthew	Swanson,	
illustrated	by	Robbi	Behr		
Meet Ben, a literal-minded kid with a big heart and an even bigger sweet-tooth, who cracks open a 
fortune cookie and discovers that TODAY might be his last day on Earth! Perfect for fans of DIARY 
OF A WIMPY KID or THE TERRIBLE TWO. Live each day as if it were your last. Alarmed and 
inspired, Ben immediately begins drafting a bucket list of unfinished tasks and lifelong dreams (finish 
his 1000-piece model of the Taj Mahal, eat an entire cake, etc....). As Ben marches himself in and out of 
trouble, takes useful risks, and helps both his parents to see the bigger picture, readers discover how something that seems 
scary can instead be empowering—leading to friendships that might never have been made, neighbors that might never 
have been known, and apple pies that might otherwise never have been baked. 
 
Of	a	Feather,	Dayna	Lorentz	 
Great horned owl Rufus is six months old. His mother is hit by a car, and he discovers how dangerous 
the forest can be. Reenie has given up on adults and has learned how to care for herself. She's sent to live 
with an aunt who is a master falconer. The aunt agrees to help Reenie catch a passage hawk in the wild 
and train it for falconry. When Reenie traps Rufus instead, they form a lasting friendship which proves 
that partnership is more powerful than going it alone. 
 
Graphic	Novels		
Dog	Man:	Mothering	Heights	(Dog	Man	#10),	Dav	Pilkey	
Dog Man is down on his luck, Petey confronts his not so purr-fect past, and Grampa is up to no good. 
The world is spinning out of control as new villains spill into town. Everything seems dark and full of 
despair. But hope is not lost. Can the incredible power of love save the day? 
	
The	Dark	Secret:	The	Graphic	Novel	(Wings	of	Fire	#4),	Tui	T.	Sutherland	adapted	by	Barry	
Deutsch;	art	by	Mike	Holmes;	color	by	Maarta	Laiho	
When Starflight is stolen by his own tribe, he hopes to at least discover some of the long-held 
NightWing secrets—what magical powers they really have, who they're allied with in the war, and 
where they've been living all this time.	But the truth about Starflight's tribe is more terrible than he ever 
imagined: Not only do the NightWings live in a dark, miserable place, but they've imprisoned several 
innocent RainWings there, too. Stranded and alone, Starflight only wants to get back to his friends. But 
the fate of two kingdoms now rests in his talons, and with no one to save him, Starflight will have to find 
a way to be brave . . . before it's too late.	
	
	



	
Picture	Books		
Beehive,	Jorey	Hurley			
Acclaimed author Jorey Hurley shows us how bees make and store honey in this bold and 
graphic picture book that includes informative backmatter on the process. With just one word 
on each page and the vivid illustrations Joey Hurley is known for, Beehive showcases the cycle 
of bees making honey. Detailed backmatter further explains this fascinating natural process.  
 
Every	Color	Soup,	Jorey	Hurley		
Purple, yellow, orange, and red. Just the right mix of colored vegetables make a delicious soup 
in this tasty introduction to colors, counting, and veggies. All you need is a pot, a spoon, an 
adult helper, and vegetables of many colors to make a very special soup—Every Color Soup! 
Learn colors and vegetable names in this bright and colorful picture book with minimal text 
perfect for the beginning reader. Jorey Hurley's bright, graphic art and simple text make this 
vibrant book a perfect read-aloud for budding cooks and their families. This lively picture book 
also comes with a recipe! 
	
Spring	Stinks	(A	Little	Bruce	Book),	Ryan	T.	Higgins		
Ruth the bunny is excited to share the smelly springtime smells of spring with Bruce! But 
what will Bruce think of all that stink? "Higgins's sparse text is humorously juxtaposed 
with his signature, detail-packed, engaging illustrations. The mouse-sized treehouse and 
the despondent, dripping moose are especially delightful. Bruce's unibrow is practically a 
protagonist in and of itself. Ruth's exuberance plays off Bruce's disgruntledness like a sweet 
pear off gorgonzola." —Kirkus Reviews 
 
Something’s	Wrong:	A	Bear,	A	Hare,	and	Some	Underwear,	Jorey	John,	pictures	by	
Erin	Kraan		
Jeff the bear has definitely forgotten something. He ate his breakfast, he watered his plant, he 
combed his fur...what could it be? Why does he feel so oddly off? So he asks his friend Anders 
the rabbit what could possibly be wrong. It couldn't have anything to do with the fact that he's 
wearing underwear...over his fur...could it? 
	
Sunday	Funday	in	Koreatown,		Aram	Kim		
Yoomi and Daddy are going to Koreatown today! Yoomi has planned the perfect Sunday! But 
the shirt she wants to wear is in the laundry. And she doesn't have the seaweed she needs for a 
kimbap breakfast. So Yoomi wears another shirt and eats a different breakfast, and she and 
Daddy take a bus to Koreatown, where they read Korean books, eat Korean treats such as 
patbingsu and tteokbokki, and visit Grandma. Though Yoomi's perfect day is filled with mishaps 
and things don't always go her way, Yoomi learns the advantages of being resilient and open-
minded. Yoomi's imperfect day is better than she ever could have imagined! A family recipe for 
kimbap is included. 
	
Maybe	God	Is	Like	That	Too,	Jennifer	Grant,	illustrated	by	Benjamin	Schipper		
A young boy asks his grandma where God is in their city. She invites him to pay attention to 
where he sees the fruit of the Spirit. Where love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control are, there too is God. The boy sees God in the kindness 
of a doorman holding the door for a man using a wheelchair, in the patience of his teacher 
helping him tie his shoes, and in the love, faithfulness, and gentleness of his grandma. An 
ordinary day in his city opens this young boy's eyes to God's Spirit at work all around him. 
"Schipper's cheerful, screenprintlike artwork capably evokes the energy of a moderately gritty, 
moderately diverse cityscape." — Publishers Weekly 


