
November 2020 list of adult fiction books recently added to Princeton Public Library 

The American Agent – Jacqueline Winspear 

“When Catherine Saxon, an American correspondent reporting on the war in Europe, is found murdered 

in her London digs, news of her death is concealed by British authorities. Serving as a linchpin between 

Scotland Yard and the Secret Service, Robert MacFarlane pays a visit to Maisie Dobbs, seeking her help. 

He is accompanied by an agent from the US Department of Justice--Mark Scott, the American who 

helped Maisie get out of Hitler's Munich in 1938. MacFarlane asks Maisie to work with Scott to uncover 

the truth about Saxon's death. As the Germans unleash the full terror of their blitzkrieg upon the British 

Isles, raining death and destruction from the skies, Maisie must balance the demands of solving this 

dangerous case with her need to protect Anna, the young evacuee she has grown to love and wants to 

adopt. Entangled in an investigation linked to the power of wartime propaganda and American political intrigue being 

played out in Britain, Maisie will face losing her dearest friend--and the possibility that she might be falling in love again.” 

A Christmas Resolution – Anne Perry 

"When Celia Hooper discovers that her dear friend Clementine is to marry widower Seth Marlowe - a man 
with a sinister past - she calls upon her husband, Detective John Hooper of the Thames River Police, to 
help her find out what really happened to Seth's first wife several years ago. Rumour has it that she killed 
herself and Seth's daughter ran away to live on the streets but no one seems to know the truth."-- 
Provided by publisher. 

 

 

Fortune and Glory: Tantalizing Twenty-Seven – Janet Evanovich 

“When Grandma Mazur's new husband dies on their wedding night, the only thing he left her was an old 

easy chair and the keys to a fortune, but as Stephanie and Grandma Mazur search for the treasure, they 

discover that two past enemies, along with a new adversary stand in their way, and the search turns into 

a race against time with more on the line than ever before because Stephanie's deepest feelings will be 

tested--as she may finally be forced to choose between Joe Morelli and Ranger.” 

 

 

The German Heiress – Anika Scott 

“For readers of The Alice Network and The Lost Girls of Paris, an immersive, heart-pounding debut about 

a German heiress on the run from British authorities, who discovers dark secrets about her family's past 

in post-World War II Germany."-- Provided by publisher. 

 

 

 

Hidden in Plain Sight – Jeffrey Archer 

"Jeffrey Archer's Hidden in Plain Sight is the second novel featuring Detective William Warwick, by the 

master storyteller and #1 New York Times bestselling author of the Clifton Chronicles William Warwick 

has been promoted to Detective Sergeant, but his promotion means that he, along with the rest of his 

team, have been reassigned to the Drugs Squad. They are immediately tasked with apprehending 

Ahmed Rashedi, a notorious drug dealer, who operates his extensive network out of South London. As 

the investigation progresses, William runs into enemies old and new: Adrian Heath, from his school days, 

now a street dealer who he convinces to turn informer; and financier Miles Faulkner, who makes a 

mistake that could finally see him put behind bars. Meanwhile, William and his fiancée Beth enjoy making 

preparations for their upcoming wedding, though an unpleasant surprise awaits them at the altar. As William's team closes 

the net around a criminal network like none they have ever faced before, he devises a trap they would never expect, one 

that is hidden in plain sight."-- Provided by publisher. 



Invisible Girl – Lisa Jewell 

"Owen Pick's life is falling apart. In his thirties, a virgin, and living in his aunt's spare bedroom, he has just 

been suspended from his job as a geography teacher after accusations of sexual misconduct, which he 

strongly denies. Searching for professional advice online, he is inadvertently sucked into the dark world 

of incel-involuntary celibate-forums, where he meets the charismatic, mysterious, and sinister Bryn. 

Across the street from Owen lives the Fours family, headed by mom Cate, a physiotherapist, and dad 

Roan, a child psychologist. But the Fours family have a bad feeling about their neighbor Owen. He's a bit 

creepy and their teenaged daughter swears he followed her home from the train station one night. 

Meanwhile, young Saffyre Maddox spent three years as a patient of Roan Fours. Feeling abandoned 

when their therapy ends, she searches for other ways to maintain her connection with him, following him in the shadows 

and learning more than she wanted to know about Roan and his family. Then, on Valentine's night, Saffyre Maddox 

disappears-and the last person to see her alive is Owen Pick."-- Provided by publisher. 

The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue – V. E. Schwab 

“France, 1714: in a moment of desperation, a young woman makes a Faustian bargain to live forever--

and is cursed to be forgotten by everyone she meets. Thus begins the extraordinary life of Addie LaRue, 

and a dazzling adventure that will play out across centuries and continents, across history and art, as a 

young woman learns how far she will go to leave her mark on the world. But everything changes when, 

after nearly 300 years, Addie stumbles across a young man in a hidden bookstore and he remembers 

her name.” 

 

Jack – Marilynne Robinson 

"A new Gilead novel that tells the story of John Ames Boughton, the beloved, erratic, and grieved-over 

prodigal son of a Presbyterian minister from Gilead, Iowa."-- Provided by publisher. 

 

 

 

 

Leave the World Behind – Rumaan Alam 

“From the bestselling author of Rich and Pretty comes a suspenseful and provocative novel keenly 

attuned to the complexities of parenthood, race, and class. Amanda and Clay head out to a remote 

corner of Long Island expecting a vacation: a quiet reprieve from life in New York City, quality time with 

their teenage son and daughter, and a taste of the good life in the luxurious home they've rented for the 

week. But a late-night knock on the door breaks the spell. Ruth and G. H. are an older couple--it's their 

house, and they've arrived in a panic. They bring the news that a sudden blackout has swept the city. But 

in this rural area--with the TV and internet now down, and no cell phone service--it's hard to know what to 

believe. Should Amanda and Clay trust this couple--and vice versa? What happened back in New York? 

Is the vacation home, isolated from civilization, a truly safe place for their families? And are they safe from one other?” 

Love Your Life – Sophie Kinsella 

“Call Ava romantic, but she thinks love should be found in the real world, not on apps that filter men by 

height, job, or astrological sign. She believes in feelings, not algorithms. So after a recent breakup and 

dating app debacle, she decides to put love on hold and escapes to a remote writers' retreat in coastal 

Italy. She's determined to finish writing the novel she's been fantasizing about, even though it means 

leaving her close-knit group of friends and her precious dog, Harold, behind. At the retreat, she's not 

allowed to use her real name or reveal any personal information. When the neighboring martial arts 

retreat is canceled and a few of its attendees join their small writing community, Ava, now going by 'Aria,' 

meets 'Dutch,' a man who seems too good to be true. The two embark on a baggage-free, whirlwind love 

affair, cliff-jumping into gem-colored Mediterranean waters and exploring the splendor of the Italian coast--stretches of 

beaches, architectural wonders, aromas of olive groves and lemon trees, signature orecchiette pasta, and rainbow-

colored houses that line the shore. Things seem to be perfect for Aria and Dutch. But then their real identities--Ava and 



Matt--must return to London. As their fantasy starts to fade, they discover just how different their personal worlds are."-- 

Provided by publisher. 

Magic Lessons – Alice Hoffman 

“In an unforgettable novel that traces a centuries-old curse to its source, beloved author Alice Hoffman 

unveils the story of Maria Owens, accused of witchcraft in Salem, and matriarch of a line of the amazing 

Owens women and men featured in Practical Magic and The Rules of Magic. Where does the story of the 

Owens bloodline begin? With Maria Owens, in the 1600s, when she's abandoned in a snowy field in rural 

England as a baby. Under the care of Hannah Owens, Maria learns about the "Unnamed Arts." Hannah 

recognizes that Maria has a gift and she teaches the girl all she knows. It is here that she learns her first 

important lesson: Always love someone who will love you back. When Maria is abandoned by the man 

who has declared his love for her, she follows him to Salem, Massachusetts. Here she invokes the curse 

that will haunt her family. And it's here that she learns the rules of magic and the lesson that she will carry with her for the 

rest of her life. Love is the only thing that matters. Magic Lessons is a celebration of life and love and a showcase of Alice 

Hoffman's masterful storytelling.” 

The Midnight Bargain – C. L. Polk 

"Beatrice Clayborn is a sorceress who practices magic in secret, terrified of the day she will be locked 

into a marital collar that will cut off her powers to protect her unborn children. She dreams of becoming a 

full-fledged Magus and pursuing magic as her calling as men do, but her family has staked everything to 

equip her for Bargaining Season, when young men and women of means descend upon the city to 

negotiate the best marriages. The Clayborns are in severe debt, and only she can save them, by 

securing an advantageous match before their creditors come calling. In a stroke of luck, Beatrice finds a 

grimoire that contains the key to becoming a Magus, but before she can purchase it, a rival sorceress 

swindles the book right out of her hands. Beatrice summons a spirit to help her get it back, but her new 

ally exacts a price: Beatrice's first kiss . . . with her adversary's brother, the handsome, compassionate, and fabulously 

wealthy Ianthe Lavan. The more Beatrice is entangled with the Lavan siblings, the harder her decision becomes: If she 

casts the spell to become a Magus, she will devastate her family and lose the only man to ever see her for who she is; but 

if she marries--even for love--she will sacrifice her magic, her identity, and her dreams. But how can she choose just one, 

knowing she will forever regret the path not taken?"--Amazon. 

Murder in the Storybook Cottage – Ellery Adams 

“Storyton Hall, Virginia, is a top travel destination for book lovers and the perfect spot for literary events. 

But as a children's book publisher hosts a gathering there, some folks aren't going to live--happier ever 

after or otherwise . . . Jane Steward's resort is hopping--not only is Peppermint Press's conference in full 

swing, there are also lots of families staying on the premises, bringing their kids to events like a scavenger 

hunt through the Fairy Tale Forest. Then a woman dressed like Little Red Riding Hood is found dead from 

a plot device straight out of a fairy tale--with a rare and valuable copy of Grimm's Fairy Tales in her basket. 

Not long after, a second victim is killed, with yet another treasure--a volume by Hans Christian Andersen 

worth thousands of dollars--nearby. It looks like a big bad wolf may be lurking among the guests, and Jane 

can't just wait for a handsome prince to come to the rescue . . .” 

The Noel Letters – Richard Paul Evans 

“#1 New York Times bestselling author Richard Paul Evans returns this holiday season with a tale of 

love, belonging, and family, following a trail of letters that leads to a Christmas revelation about the 

healing miracle of hope and forgiveness. After nearly two decades, Noel Post, an editor for a major New 

York publishing house, returns to her childhood home in Salt Lake City to see her estranged, dying 

father. What she believed would be a brief visit turns into something more as she inherits the bookstore 

her father fought to keep alive. Reeling from loneliness, a recent divorce, and unanticipated upheavals in 

her world, Noel begins receiving letters from an anonymous source, each one containing thoughts and 

lessons about her life and her future. She begins to reacquaint herself with the bookstore and the people she left behind, 

and in doing so, starts to unravel the reality of her painful childhood and the truth about her family. As the holidays draw 

near, she receives a Christmastime revelation that changes not only how she sees the past but also how she views her 

future.” 

 



Nothing Short of Wondrous – Regina Scott 

"It is 1886, and the government has given the US Cavalry control of Yellowstone. For widowed hotelier 

Kate Tremaine, the change is a welcome one. She knows every inch of her wilderness home like the 

back of her hand and wants to see it protected from poachers and vandals. Refused a guide by 

Congress, Lieutenant William Prescott must enlist Kate's aid to help him navigate the sprawling park and 

track down the troublemakers. But a secret from his past makes him wary of the tender feelings the 

capable and comely widow raises in him. As they work together to protect the park and stand firm 

through injustice and tragedy, they may just find that two wounded hearts can share one powerful love 

when God is in control."--Provided by publisher. 

The Orphan Collector – Ellen Marie Wiseman 

“In the fall of 1918, thirteen-year-old German immigrant Pia Lange longs to be far from Philadelphia's 

overcrowded slums and the anti-immigrant sentiment that compelled her father to enlist in the U.S. Army. 

But as her city celebrates the end of war, an even more urgent threat arrives: the Spanish flu. Funeral 

crepe and quarantine signs appear on doors as victims drop dead in the streets and desperate survivors 

wear white masks to ward off illness. When food runs out in the cramped tenement she calls home, Pia 

must venture alone into the quarantined city in search of supplies, leaving her baby brothers behind. 

Bernice Groves has become lost in grief and bitterness since her baby died from the Spanish flu. 

Watching Pia leave her brothers alone, Bernice makes a shocking, life-altering decision. It becomes her 

sinister mission to tear families apart when they're at their most vulnerable, planning to transform the city's orphans and 

immigrant children into what she feels are "true Americans." Waking in a makeshift hospital days after collapsing in the 

street, Pia is frantic to return home. Instead, she is taken to St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum--the first step in a long and 

arduous journey. As Bernice plots to keep the truth hidden at any cost in the months and years that follow, Pia must 

confront her own shame and fear, risking everything to see justice--and love--triumph at last. Powerful, harrowing, and 

ultimately exultant, The Orphan Collector is a story of love, resilience, and the lengths we will go to protect those who 

need us most.”-- Publisher's description. 

Proof of Murder – Lauren Elliott 

"The seaside New England town of Greyborne Harbor is home to many grand estates, including the 

Queen Anne Victorian Addie inherited from her great aunt. Now one of those mansions is holding an 

estate sale, which is just what the bookshop owner needs to replenish her supply of rare editions--even if 

the house is rumored to be haunted. Assisting an overwhelmed insurance appraiser with the inventory, 

Addie discovers an 1887 magazine containing Arthur Conan Doyle's first Sherlock Holmes novel, A 

Study in Scarlet, which she estimates to be worth over one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. But when 

Addie later finds the appraiser dead in the estate's private library, with the door bolted from the inside, 

and the priceless edition missing, it's a mystery worthy of the Great Detective himself. She's certain the 

death and the robbery are connected--but who, other than a ghost who can walk through walls, could 

have gotten in to do the deed? It's up to Addie to find the key to the crime--before she's the next one cornered by a killer."-

-Provided by publisher. 

Pumpkin Spice Peril – Jenn McKinlay 

"Life is all sugar and spice for the Fairy Tale Cupcake bakers--Melanie Cooper is engaged to the 

delectable Joe DeLaura, Angie Harper and her husband Tate are savoring married life, and the bakery is 

bustling with happy customers. Until one of their most valued cupcake connoisseurs ends up dead. Local 

glass artist and cupcake lover Rene Fischer-Klein has always suffered from a wide variety of health 

issues. In an effort to cheer her up, her doting husband, Peter, brings her a four-pack of her favorite 

cupcakes every week. But when the police discover that Rene has been poisoned, there's no 

sugarcoating the fact that the last things she ate were the bakery's signature pumpkin spice cupcakes! 

With their lives and bakery at stake, it's up to Mel and Angie to find out who poisoned their artist friend 

and why, before their future is frosted for good."--Provided by publisher. 



The Searcher – Tana French  

"Cal Hooper thought a fixer-upper in a bucolic Irish village would be the perfect escape. After twenty-five 
years in the Chicago police force and a bruising divorce, he just wants to build a new life in a pretty spot 
with a good pub where nothing much happens. But when a local kid whose brother has gone missing 
arm-twists him into investigating, Cal uncovers layers of darkness beneath his picturesque retreat, and 
starts to realize that even small towns shelter dangerous secrets"-- Provided by publisher. 

 

 

The Sentinel – Lee Child and Andrew Child 

"It is close to midnight on a Saturday night when Jack Reacher gets off a bus at the Greyhound station in 

Nashville. Reacher is in no hurry. He has no appointments to keep. No people to see. No scores to settle. 

Not yet anyway. But in the early morning hours, under particular circumstances, a familiar thought will be 

snaking through his sharp, instinctual lizard brain: A voice in his head telling him to walk away. Of course, 

this wouldn't be the first time he listened to his gut instead. Meanwhile, seventy-five miles south and west 

of Music City is a sleepy little town where a recently-fired guy nurses a grudge that will fester into fury--

and a desire for payback. But who is watching him, standing guard over a long-buried secret, ready to 

strike before it can be revealed? If you don't have a sense of the danger you're in, then it's best to have 

Reacher."-- Provided by publisher. 

Shakeup – Stuart Woods 

"Upon returning from a dangerous coastal adventure, Stone Barrington is looking forward to some 

normalcy with the leading lady in his life. But when a grisly crime arrives on his doorstep, along with some 

suspicious new clients eager for his help, Stone realizes peace and quiet are no longer an option. As it 

turns out, the mastermind behind the malfeasance rocking New York City and the nation's capital wields a 

heavy hand of influence. And when Stone is unable to recruit those closest to the case to his side, he is 

left with few leads and a handful of dead-ends. But with the help of important people in high places--and 

the expertise of alluring new friends--Stone is more than ready to rise to the occasion."-- Provided by 

publisher 

Sowing Season – Katie Powner 

“After he's forced to sell the family farm he's labored on his whole life, 63-year-old Gerrit Laninga doesn't 

know what to do with himself. He sacrificed everything for the land--his time, his health, his family--with 

nothing to show for it but bitterness, regret, and two grown children who want nothing to do with 

him.Fifteen-year-old Rae Walters has growing doubts and fears about The Plan--the detailed blueprint 

for high school that will help her follow in her lawyer father's footsteps. She's always been committed to 

The Plan, but now that the pressure to succeed is building, what was supposed to unite her family in 

purpose, may end up tearing it apart.When their paths cross just as they each need a friend the most, 

Gerrit's and Rae's lives begin to change in unexpected ways. Can they discover together what really 

matters in life and learn it's never too late for a second chance?” 

Things We Didn’t Say – Amy Lynn Green 

“Headstrong Johanna Berglund, a linguistics student at the University of Minnesota, has very definite 

plans for her future . . . plans that do not include returning to her hometown and the secrets and 

heartaches she left behind there. But the US Army wants her to work as a translator at a nearby camp for 

German POWs.Johanna arrives to find the once-sleepy town exploding with hostility. Most patriotic 

citizens want nothing to do with German soldiers laboring in their fields, and they're not afraid to criticize 

those who work at the camp as well. When Johanna describes the trouble to her friend Peter Ito, a 

language instructor at a school for military intelligence officers, he encourages her to give the town that 

rejected her a second chance.As Johanna interacts with the men of the camp and censors their letters 

home, she begins to see the prisoners in a more sympathetic light. But advocating for better treatment 

makes her enemies in the community, especially when charismatic German spokesman Stefan Werner begins to show 

interest in Johanna and her work. The longer Johanna wages her home-front battle, the more the lines between 

compassion and treason become blurred--and it's no longer clear whom she can trust.” 



Three Women Disappear – James Patterson and Shan Serafin 

"A man is murdered in his home. Sarah, his personal chef. Anna, his wife. Serena, his maid, all had 

access. Now all three women are missing. Eyes are on Detective Sean Walsh, whose personal 

connection to the case is stronger than the leads to solve it. Neither the powerful bankroll behind the 

deceased, mob accountant Anthony Costello, nor Walsh's vengeful superior officer can budge the 

investigation. Yet as Walsh continues to dig, he uncovers even more reasons the women have to stay 

hidden -- from the law, and from each other." 

 

A Time for Mercy – John Grisham 

"Clanton, Mississippi. 1990. Jake Brigance finds himself embroiled in a deeply divisive trial when the court 

appoints him attorney for Drew Gamble, a timid sixteen-year-old boy accused of murdering a local deputy. 

Many in Clanton want a swift trial and the death penalty, but Brigance digs in and discovers that there is 

more to the story than meets the eye. Jake's fierce commitment to saving Drew from the gas chamber 

puts his career, his financial security, and the safety of his family on the line. In what may be the most 

personal and accomplished legal thriller of John Grisham's storied career, we deepen our acquaintance 

with the iconic Southern town of Clanton and the vivid cast of characters that so many readers know and 

cherish. The result is a richly rewarding novel that is both timely and timeless, full of wit, drama, and--most 

of all--heart. Bursting with all the courthouse scheming, small-town intrigue, and stunning plot twists that have become the 

hallmarks of the master of the legal thriller, A Time for Mercy is John Grisham's most powerful courtroom drama yet." 

Troubles in Paradise – Elin Hilderbrand 

“After uprooting her life in the States, Irene Steele has just settled in at the villa on St. John where her 

husband Russ had been living a double life. But a visit from the FBI shakes her foundations, and Irene 

once again learns just how little she knew about the man she loved. With help from their friends, Irene 

and her sons set up their lives while evidence mounts that the helicopter crash that killed Russ may not 

have been an accident. Meanwhile, the island watches this drama unfold -- including the driver of a Jeep 

with tinted windows who seems to be shadowing the Steele family. As a storm gathers strength in the 

Atlantic, surprises are in store for the Steeles: help from a mysterious source, and a new beginning in the 

paradise that has become their home. At last all will be revealed about the secrets and lies that brought 

Irene and her sons to St. John -- and the truth that transformed them all.” 

Truly, Madly, Deeply – Karen Kingsbury 

"In the shadow of very great loss, the only way to live with passion is truly, madly, deeply. When 

eighteen-year-old Tommy Baxter declares to his family that he wants to be a police officer after 

graduation, his mother, Reagan, won't hear of it. After all, she's still mourning the death of her own father 

on September 11 and she's determined to keep her son safe from danger and disaster. But Tommy's 

father, Luke Baxter, is proud of Tommy's decision, even arranging for his son to take part in a ride-along 

program with the Indianapolis Police Department. Meanwhile, Tommy is in love for the first time. Annalee 

Miller has been a family friend for years. Their relationship is sweet and too good to be true. After prom, 

Tommy begins seriously thinking about asking her to marry him but she hasn't been feeling well. Days 

later, tests reveal the unthinkable. While his girlfriend begins the fight of her life, Tommy is driven to learn 

more about the circumstances surrounding his birth ... and the grandfather he never knew. Realizations come to light that 

rock Tommy's world, and he becomes determined to spend his future fighting crime. Or is this just his way to wage war in 

a battle he cannot win-the one facing Annalee? Blending romance and family drama into an emotionally satisfying story, 

Truly, Madly, Deeply is a testament to living and loving without fear, so that each moment is marked by reckless abandon 

and breathtaking passion." -- Provided by publisher. 



The Wonder Boy of Whistle Stop – Fannie Flagg 

"Bud Threadgoode grew up in the bustling little railroad town of Whistle Stop, Alabama, with his mother 

Ruth, church going and proper, and the fun-loving hell-raiser, his Aunt Idgie. Together they ran the town's 

popular Whistle Stop Café, known far and wide for its famous 'Fried Green Tomatoes.' And as Bud often 

said of his childhood, 'How lucky can you get?' But sadly, the railroad yards began to shut down and the 

town became a ghost town, with nothing left but boarded-up buildings and memories of a happier time. 

Then one day, Bud decides to take one last trip, just to see where his beloved Whistle Stop used to be. In 

so doing, he discovers new surprises about Idgie's life and about other beloved Fried Green Tomatoes 

characters, and about the town itself. He also sets off a series of events, both touching and inspiring, 

which change his life and the lives of his daughter and others. Could these events all be just coincidences? Or something 

else? And can you go home again?"-- Provided by publisher. 

Word to the Wise – Jenn McKinlay 

"Lindsey Norris is finally getting married to the man of her dreams--but it's not all roses for Briar Creek's 

beloved library director, as gardening enthusiast and town newcomer Aaron Grady gives the term "book 

lover" a whole new meaning. Inappropriate looks and unwelcome late-night visits to Lindsey's house have 

everyone from the crafternooners to Lindsey's fiancé, Sully, on edge. When Grady's dead body is found 

staged outside the library and all the clues point to Sully, Lindsey knows it's up to her to dig through the 

hidden chapters of Grady's previous life to find the real culprit and clear Sully's name. But becoming a 

thorn in the killer's side is not without its consequences, and the closer Lindsey gets to the truth, the more 

determined the murderer is to make her just a footnote."-- Provided by publisher. 


