
October 2020 list of adult fiction books newly added to the Princeton Public Library 

Battle Ground – Jim Butcher 

"Harry has faced terrible odds before. He has a long history of fighting enemies above his weight class. 
The Red Court of Vampires. The fallen angels of the Order of Blackened Denarius. The Outsiders. But 
this time, it's different. A being more powerful and dangerous on an order of magnitude beyond what the 
world has seen in a millennia is coming. And she's bringing an army. The Last Titan has declared war on 
the city of Chicago, and has come to subjugate humanity, obliterating any who stand in her way. Harry's 
mission is simple but impossible: Save the city by killing a Titan. And the attempt will change Harry's life, 
Chicago, and the mortal world forever"-- Provided by publisher. 

 

The Book of Two Ways – Jodi Picoult 

"Dawn Edelstein is on a plane when she is told to prepare for a crash landing. She braces herself as 

thoughts flash through her mind. The shocking thing is, the thoughts are not of her husband but of a man 

she last saw fifteen years ago: Wyatt Armstrong. Dawn, miraculously, survives the crash, but so do all the 

doubts that have suddenly been raised. She has led a good life. Back in Boston, there is her husband, 

Brian, their beloved daughter, and her work as a death doula. But somewhere in Egypt is Wyatt 

Armstrong, who works as an archaeologist unearthing ancient burial sites, a career Dawn once studied for 

but was forced to abandon. The airline ensures that the survivors are seen by a doctor, then offers 

transportation to wherever they want to go. The obvious destination is to fly home, but she could take 

another path: return to the archaeological site she left years before, reconnect with Wyatt and their unresolved history. As 

the story unfolds, Dawn's two possible futures unspool side by side, as do the secrets and doubts long buried with them."-

-Publisher description. 

The Brightest Star – Fern Michaels 

"Christmas is more than just a celebration for Lauren Montgomery. For generations, it's been her family's 

livelihood. Their Christmas shop, Razzle Dazzle Decor, has seen seasonal fads come and go, but there's 

one trend they can't escape. Online superstores are swallowing their sales, and this Christmas season 

will need to be their best ever if the store is to stay in business. To help keep the shop afloat, Lauren also 

has a sideline, writing biographies for business figures. She's thrilled when her literary agent contacts her 

with a new proposal--before learning that the subject will be none other than John Gerald Giompalo. He's 

the titan behind Globalgoods.com, the online retailer that has spelled doom for hundreds of small 

businesses just like Razzle Dazzle Decor. Despite her misgivings, Lauren travels to Seattle to confer with 

the mogul, and is caught off guard when his son, John Jr., attends the meeting too. Handsome, intelligent, and deeply 

kind, he's perfect--apart from the fact that he's part of the company threatening everything Lauren loves"-- Provided by 

publisher. 

Chance of a Lifetime – Jude Deveraux and Tara Sheets 

“In 1844 Ireland, Liam O'Connor, a rogue and a thief, fell madly in love with a squire's daughter and 

unwittingly altered the future. Shy and naive Cora McLeod thought Liam was the answer to her prayers, 

but the angels disagreed and have been waiting for the right moment in time to step in. They send Liam 

to 2020 Providence Falls, North Carolina. His task: make sure Cora falls in love with the man she was 

supposed to marry before Liam interfered. But this Cora is a cop, has confidence and independence-- 

and doesn't remember Liam or their past lives. With his soul hanging in the balance, Liam must choose 

between a stolen moment in time or an eternity of damnation.” -- adapted from jacket. 

Christmas Cupcake Murder – Joanne Fluke 

“While Hannah speeds through a lengthy holiday checklist, drama in town grows like Santa's waistline on 

Christmas Eve. Her sister Andrea wants to stave off the blues by helping out at The Cookie Jar, Michele's 

love life is becoming complicated, Lisa needs Hannah's advice, and Delores has a Christmas secret she's 

not willing to share. But nothing dampens the holiday mood more than the chilling mystery surrounding 

the man found near death in an abandoned storefront two doors down from Hannah's bakery.” 

 

 



The Coast-to-Coast Murders – James Patterson and J. D. Barker 

“There's a killer on the road, and nobody is safe. Michael and Megan Fitzgerald are siblings who share a 

terrifying past. Both adopted, and now grown -- Michael is a long-haul truck driver, Megan a college 

student majoring in psychology -- they trust each other before anyone else. They've had to. Their parents 

are public intellectuals, an Ivy League clinical psychologist and a renowned psychiatrist, and they brought 

up their adopted children in a rarefied, experimental environment. It sheltered them from the world's harsh 

realities, but it also forced secrets upon them, secrets they keep at all costs. In Los Angeles, Detective 

Garrett Dobbs and FBI Agent Jessica Gimble have joined forces to work a murder that seems like a dead 

cinch. Their chief suspect is quickly identified and apprehended --but then there's another killing just like 

the one they've been investigating. And another. And not just in Los Angeles -- the spree spreads across the country. The 

Fitzgerald family comes to the investigators' attention, but Dobbs and Gimble are at a loss -- if one of the four is involved, 

which Fitzgerald might it be? From coastal California to upstate New York, Dobbs and Gimble race against time and 

across state lines to stop an ingenious and deeply deranged killer -- one whose dark and twisted appetites put them 

outside the range of logic or experience.” 

Elsewhere – Dean Koontz 

"Since his wife, Michelle, left seven years ago, Jeffy Coltrane has worked to maintain a normal life for 

himself and his eleven-year-old daughter, Amity, in Suavidad Beach. It's a quiet life, until a local eccentric 

known as Spooky Ed shows up on their doorstep. Ed entrusts Jeffy with hiding a strange and dangerous 

object-something he calls "the key to everything"-and tells Jeffy that he must never use the device. But 

after a visit from a group of ominous men, Jeffy and Amity find themselves accidentally activating the key 

and discovering an extraordinary truth. The device allows them to jump between parallel planes at once 

familiar and bizarre, wondrous and terrifying. And Jeffy and Amity can't help but wonder, could Michelle be 

just a click away? Jeffy and Amity aren't the only ones interested in the device."--provided by publisher. 

The Evening and the Morning – Ken Follett 

"It is 997 CE, the end of the Dark Ages. England is facing attacks from the Welsh in the west and the 

Vikings in the east. Those in power bend justice according to their will, regardless of ordinary people and 

often in conflict with the king. Without a clear rule of law, chaos reigns. In these turbulent times, three 

characters find their lives intertwined: A young boatbuilder's life is turned upside down when the only 

home he's ever known is raided by Vikings, forcing him and his family to move and start their lives anew 

in a small hamlet where he does not fit in. . . . A Norman noblewoman marries for love, following her 

husband across the sea to a new land. But the customs of her husband's homeland are shockingly 

different, and as she begins to realize that everyone around her is engaged in a constant, brutal battle for 

power, it becomes clear that a single misstep could be catastrophic. . . . A monk dreams of transforming 

his humble abbey into a center of learning that will be admired throughout Europe. And each in turn comes into dangerous 

conflict with a clever and ruthless bishop who will do anything to increase his wealth and power. Thirty years ago, Ken 

Follett published his most popular novel, The Pillars of the Earth. Now, Follett's masterful new prequel The Evening and 

the Morning takes us on an epic journey into a historical past rich with ambition and rivalry, death and birth, love and hate, 

that will end where The Pillars of the Earth begins"-- Provided by publisher. 

Fifty Words for Rain – Asha Lemmie 

“Kyoto, Japan, 1948. Noriko "Nori" Kamiza will not question why her mother abandoned, or her 

confinement to the attic of her grandparents' imperial estate. And she will not resist the scalding chemical 

baths she receives daily to lighten her shameful skin. The illegitimate child of a Japanese aristocrat and 

her African American GI lover, Nori is an outsider from birth. Her grandparents take her in only to conceal 

her, fearful of a stain on the royal pedigree that they are desperate to uphold in a changing Japan. When 

chance brings her legitimate older half-brother, Akira, to the estate that is his inheritance and destiny, the 

siblings form an unlikely but powerful bond - one their formidable grandparents cannot allow and that will 

irrevocably change the lives they were always meant to lead.” -- adapted from jacket. 

 

 

 

 



Jingle All the Way – Debbie Macomber 

“Love can transform even the best-laid plans in this heartfelt Christmas novel from #1 New York Times 

bestselling author Debbie Macomber. Trapped in the middle of five siblings, Everly Lancaster always had 

big dreams. Now a top real-estate executive, Everly finds her work is her life, leaving no space for 

anything (or anyone) else. Sensing her stress, Everly's boss insists she take December off. At first, a 

month away seems crazy--how will the company survive without her? But Everly's mother convinces her 

otherwise. She deserves a vacation--plus, when she returns, she'll have no excuse to skip family 

Christmas like she did last year. But after her vengeful assistant books a guided cruise in the Amazon 

instead of the luxury beach vacation she expected, Everly is horrified to realize that she's about to spend 

the next two weeks trapped--with no Wi-Fi!--in the rain forest. Not even Asher Adams, the ship's charming naturalist, can 

convince Everly that the trip will be unforgettable. Slowly but surely, she realizes he is right: the sights are spectacular. 

And with each passing day, Everly's relationship with Asher deepens, forcing her to take a long, hard look at her priorities. 

Everly and Asher begin to see magic in the possibility of a life together. But as the cruise nears its end, and Everly's family 

Christmas approaches, both must decide if love is worth the risk.” 

The Kingdom – Jo Nesbo 

“Roy and Carl have spent their whole lives running from the darkness in their past, but when Carl finally 

returns to make peace with it, the two brothers are inexorably drawn into a reckoning with their own 

demons. Roy has never left the quiet mountain town he grew up in, unlike his little brother Carl who 

couldn't wait to get out and escape his troubled past. Just like everyone else in town, Roy believed Carl 

was gone for good. But Carl has big plans for his hometown. And when he returns with a mysterious new 

wife and a business opportunity that seems too good to be true, simmering tensions begin to surface and 

unexplained deaths in the town's past come under new scrutiny. Soon powerful players set their sights on 

taking the brothers down by exposing their role in the town's sordid history. But Roy and Carl are 

survivors, and no strangers to violence. Roy has always protected his younger brother. As the body count rises, though, 

Roy's loyalty to family is tested. And then Roy finds himself inextricably drawn to Carl's wife, Shannon, an attraction that 

will have devastating consequences. Roy's world is coming apart and soon there will be no turning back. He'll be forced to 

choose between his own flesh and blood and a future he had never dared to believe possible.” 

The Midnight Library – Matt Haig 

"‘Between life and death there is a library, and within that library, the shelves go on forever. Every book 

provides a chance to try another life you could have lived. To see how things would be if you had made 

other choices ... Would you have done anything different, if you had the chance to undo your regrets?' A 

dazzling novel about all the choices that go into a life well lived, from the internationally bestselling author 

of Reasons to Stay Alive and How To Stop Time. Somewhere out beyond the edge of the universe there 

is a library that contains an infinite number of books, each one the story of another reality. One tells the 

story of your life as it is, along with another book for the other life you could have lived if you had made a 

different choice at any point in your life. While we all wonder how our lives might have been, what if you 

had the chance to go to the library and see for yourself? Would any of these other lives truly be better? In 

The Midnight Library, Matt Haig's enchanting new novel, Nora Seed finds herself faced with this decision. Faced with the 

possibility of changing her life for a new one, following a different career, undoing old breakups, realizing her dreams of 

becoming a glaciologist; she must search within herself as she travels through the Midnight Library to decide what is truly 

fulfilling in life, and what makes it worth living in the first place"-- Provided by publisher. 

Next to Last Stand – Craig Johnson 

"One of the most viewed paintings in American history, Custer's Last Fight, copied and distributed by 

Anheuser-Busch at a rate of over two million copies a year, was destroyed in a fire at the 7th Cavalry 

Headquarters in Fort Bliss, Texas, in 1946. Or was it? When Charley Lee Stillwater dies of an apparent 

heart attack at the Wyoming Home for Soldiers & Sailors, Walt Longmire is called in to try and make 

sense of a piece of a painting and a Florsheim shoebox containing a million dollars, sending the good 

sheriff on the trail of a dangerous art heist"-- Provided by publisher. 

 

 

 



The Return – Nicholas Sparks 

“#1 New York Times bestselling author Nicholas Sparks returns with a moving new novel about an injured 

army doctor and the two women whose secrets will change the course of his life. Trevor Benson never 

intended to move back to New Bern, North Carolina. But when a mortar blast outside the hospital where 

he worked as an orthopedic surgeon sent him home from Afghanistan with devastating injuries, the 

dilapidated cabin he'd inherited from his grandfather seemed as good a place to regroup as any. Tending 

to his grandfather's beloved bee hives while preparing for a second stint in medical school, Trevor isn't 

prepared to fall in love with a local . . . yet, from their very first encounter, Trevor feels a connection with 

deputy sheriff Natalie Masterson that he can't ignore. But even as she seems to reciprocate his feelings, 

she remains frustratingly distant, making Trevor wonder what she's hiding. Further complicating his stay in New Bern is 

the presence of a sullen teenage girl, Callie, who lives in the trailer park down the road. Claiming to be 17, she works at 

the local sundries store and keeps to herself. Discovering that she was once befriended by his grandfather, Trevor hopes 

Callie can shed light on the mysterious circumstances of his grandfather's death, but she offers few clues - until a crisis 

triggers a race that will uncover the true nature of Callie's past, one more intertwined with the elderly man's passing than 

Trevor could have ever anticipated. In his quest to unravel Natalie and Callie's secrets, Trevor will learn the true meaning 

of love and forgiveness . . . and that in life, to move forward, we must often return to the place where it all began.” 

Shakeup – Stuart Woods 

“Stone Barrington must track down an enemy intent on disturbing law and order in the latest action-

packed thriller from the #1 New York Times bestselling author. Upon returning from a dangerous coastal 

adventure, Stone Barrington is looking forward to some normalcy with the leading lady in his life. But 

when a grisly crime arrives on his doorstep, along with some suspicious new clients eager for his help, 

Stone realizes peace and quiet are no longer an option. As it turns out, the mastermind behind the 

malfeasance rocking New York City and the nation's capital wields a heavy hand of influence. And when 

Stone is unable to recruit those closest to the case to his side, he is left with few leads and a handful of 

dead-ends. But with the help of important people in high places--and the expertise of alluring new friends-

-Stone is more than ready to rise to the occasion.” 

Someone to Romance – Mary Balogh 

“Lady Jessica Archer lost her own interest in the glittering excitement of romance after her cousin and 

dearest friend Abigail Westcott was rejected by the ton when her father was revealed to be a bigamist. 

Ever practical, however, once she's twenty-five, she decides it's time to wed. Though she no longer 

believes she will find true love, she is still very eligible. She is, after all, the sister of Avery Archer, Duke 

of Netherby. Jessica considers the many qualified gentlemen who court her. But when she meets the 

mysterious Gabriel Thorne, who has returned to England from the New World to claim an equally 

mysterious inheritance, Jessica considers him completely unsuitable because he had the audacity, when 

he first met her, to announce his intention to wed her. When Jessica guesses who Gabriel really is, 

however, and watches the lengths to which he will go in order to protect those who rely upon him, she is drawn to his 

cause - and to the man.” 

Take a Hint, Dani Brown – Talia Hibbert 

“Danika Brown knows what she wants: professional success, academic renown, and an occasional roll 

in the hay to relieve all that career-driven tension. But romance? Been there, done that, burned the T-

shirt. Romantic partners, whatever their gender, are a distraction at best and a drain at worst. So Dani 

asks the universe for the perfect friend-with-benefits--someone who knows the score and knows their 

way around the bedroom. When big, brooding security guard Zafir Ansari rescues Dani from a workplace 

fire drill gone wrong, it's an obvious sign: PhD student Dani and former rugby player Zaf are destined to 

sleep together. But before she can explain that fact to him, a video of the heroic rescue goes viral. 

Suddenly, half the internet is shipping #DrRugbae--and Zaf is begging Dani to play along. Turns out his 

sports charity for kids could really use the publicity. Lying to help children? Who on earth would refuse?” 

 

 

 

 



To Sleep In a Sea of Stars – Christopher Paolini 

“To Sleep in a Sea of Stars is a brand new epic novel from #1 New York Times bestselling author of 

Eragon, Christopher Paolini. Kira Navárez dreamed of life on new worlds. Now she's awakened a 

nightmare. During a routine survey mission on an uncolonized planet, Kira finds an alien relic. At first 

she's delighted, but elation turns to terror when the ancient dust around her begins to move. As war 

erupts among the stars, Kira is launched into a galaxy-spanning odyssey of discovery and 

transformation. First contact isn't at all what she imagined, and events push her to the very limits of what 

it means to be human. While Kira faces her own horrors, Earth and its colonies stand upon the brink of 

annihilation. Now, Kira might be humanity's greatest and final hope . . .” 

 

Total Power – Vince Flynn 

“In the next thriller in the #1 New York Times bestselling Mitch Rapp series, it's a race against the clock 

when ISIS takes out the entire US power grid and throws the country into chaos. When Mitch Rapp 

captures ISIS's top technology expert, he reveals that he was on his way to meet a man who claims to 

have the ability to bring down America's power grid. Rapp is determined to eliminate this shadowy figure, 

but the CIA's trap fails. The Agency is still trying to determine what went wrong when ISIS operatives help 

this cyber terrorist do what he said he could--plunge the country into darkness. With no concept of how 

this unprecedented act was accomplished, the task of getting the power back on could take months. 

Perhaps even years. Rapp and his team embark on a desperate search for the only people who know 

how to repair the damage--the ones responsible. But his operating environment is like nothing he's 

experienced before. Computers and communication networks are down, fuel can no longer be pumped from gas stations, 

water and sanitation systems are on the brink of collapse, and the supply of food is running out. Can Rapp get the lights 

back on before America descends irretrievably into chaos?” 


