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The Court of Miracles – Kester Grant 

“Les Misérables meets Six of Crows in this page-turning adventure as a young thief finds herself going 

head to head with leaders of Paris's criminal underground in the wake of the French Revolution. In the 

violent urban jungle of an alternate 1828 Paris, the French Revolution has failed and the city is divided 

between merciless royalty and nine underworld criminal guilds, known as the Court of Miracles. Eponine 

(Nina) Thénardier is a talented cat burglar and member of the Thieves Guild. Nina's life is midnight 

robberies, avoiding her father's fists, and watching over her naïve adopted sister, Cosette (Ettie). When 

Ettie attracts the eye of the Tiger--the ruthless lord of the Guild of Flesh--Nina is caught in a desperate 

race to keep the younger girl safe. Her vow takes her from the city's dark underbelly to the glittering court 

of Louis XVII. And it also forces Nina to make a terrible choice--protect Ettie and set off a brutal war between the guilds, or 

forever lose her sister to the Tiger.” 

The Dark Tide – Alicia Jasinska  

“Every year on Walpurgis Night, Caldella's Witch Queen lures a boy back to her palace--an innocent life 

to be sacrificed on the full moon to keep the island city from sinking.Convinced her handsome brother is 

going to be taken, Lina Kirk enlists the help of the mysterious Tomas Lin, her secret crush and the only 

boy to ever escape from the palace. But when the queen's eye turns to Tomas, she spirits him away 

instead.Lina blames herself and decides to go after him.When Lina is caught breaking into the palace, the 

queen offers her a deal: she will let Tomas go if Lina agrees to take his place. Lina accepts and the two 

soon learn that neither is what they expected. Against their will, they find themselves falling for each 

other. As water floods Caldella's streets and the dark tide demands its sacrifice, they must choose who to 

save: themselves, each other, or the island city relying on them both.” 

Kent State – Deborah Wiles  

“From two-time National Book Award finalist Deborah Wiles, a masterpiece exploration of one of the 

darkest moments in our history, when American troops killed four American students protesting the 

Vietnam War. May 4, 1970. Kent State University. As protestors roil the campus, National Guardsmen 

are called in. In the chaos of what happens next, shots are fired and four students are killed. To this day, 

there is still argument of what happened and why.Told in multiple voices from a number of vantage points 

-- protestor, Guardsman, townie, student -- Deborah Wiles's Kent State gives a moving, terrifying, 

galvanizing picture of what happened that weekend in Ohio . . . an event that, even 50 years later, still 

resonates deeply.” 

Running – Natalia Sylvester  

“When fifteen-year-old Cuban American Mariana Ruiz's father runs for president, Mari starts to see him 

with new eyes. A novel about waking up and standing up, and what happens when you stop seeing your 

dad as your hero--while the whole country is watching. In this authentic, humorous, and gorgeously 

written debut novel about privacy, waking up, and speaking up, Senator Anthony Ruiz is running for 

president. Throughout his successful political career he has always had his daughter's vote, but a 

presidential campaign brings a whole new level of scrutiny to sheltered fifteen-year-old Mariana and the 

rest of her Cuban American family, from a 60 Minutes -style tour of their house to tabloids doctoring 

photos and inventing scandals. As tensions rise within the Ruiz family, Mari begins to learn about the 

details of her father's political positions, and she realizes that her father is not the man she thought he was. But how do 

you find your voice when everyone's watching? When it means disagreeing with your father--publicly? What do you do 

when your dad stops being your hero? Will Mari get a chance to confront her father? If she does, will she have the 

courage to seize it?” 
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Crispr: A Powerful Way to Change DNA – Yolanda Ridge 

“We can change the world with genetic modification--but should we? CRISPR stands for clustered 

regularly interspaced short palindromic repeats. If it sounds complicated, it is--but it's also one of the 

most powerful ways we can shape the future. And it's poised to completely upend the way we think 

about science. Author Yolanda Ridge tackles this topic in a friendly and accessible tone, with two 

introductory chapters covering the basics of DNA and genetic modification before taking readers through 

the ways that this ground-breaking science could affect them by potentially: - eliminating diseases like 

malaria and cancer, - improving the stability of our food supply, and - helping to manage conservation 

efforts for threatened animals and environments. But all of these possible advancements come with risks, the biggest 

being that the consequences are unknown. Chapters end with 'Stop, Go, Yield' sections encouraging readers to consider 

the pros and cons of using CRISPR. 'Cutting Questions' give readers the opportunity to further reflect on the ethics of the 

science. CRISPR is a game changer. This important book, with detailed scientific illustrations, brings much needed clarity 

to a topic that will affect readers for generations to come." -- Provided by publisher. 

1789: Twelve Authors Explore a Year of Rebellion, Revolution and Change – edited by Marc Aronson and Susan 

Campbell Bartoletti 

“"The Rights of Man." What does that mean? In 1789 that question rippled all around the world. Do all 

men have rights--not just nobles and kings? What then of enslaved people, women, the original 

inhabitants of the Americas? In the new United States a bill of rights was passed, while in France the 

nation tumbled toward revolution. In the Caribbean preachers brought word of equality, while in the 

South Pacific sailors mutinied. New knowledge was exploding, with mathematicians and scientists 

rewriting the history of the planet and the digits of pi. Lauded anthology editors Marc Aronson and Susan 

Campbell Bartoletti, along with ten award-winning nonfiction authors, explore a tumultuous year when 

rights and freedoms collided with enslavement and domination, and the future of humanity seemed to be 

at stake. Some events and actors are familiar: Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, Marie Antoinette 

and the Marquis de Lafayette. Others may be less so: the eloquent former slave Olaudah Equiano, the Seneca memoirist 

Mary Jemison, the fishwives of Paris, the mathematician Jurij Vega, and the painter Élisabeth Vigée Le Brun. But every 

chapter brings fresh perspectives on the debates of the time, inviting readers to experience the passions of the past and 

ask new questions of today." --Amazon. 


