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Juvenile	Nonfiction		
Even	More	Lesser	Spotted	Animals,	Martin	Brown	
Just as Lesser Spotted Animals showed you some of the wonderfully WOW wildlife we never get to see, 
the next book of the lesser known animal kingdom reveals the stories of even more of the world's unseen 
and unsung creatures. No king-of-the-jungle, fancy-pants, hair necked lions here—we've got the 
magnificent maned wolf instead. No blue whales either, we've got beaked whales—and lorises and dingisos 
and dibatags and many, many more. 
	
Ancient	Aztecs/Ancient	China	Emily	Rose	Oachs		
Explore the daily lives and innovations of the Aztecs in Mexico (1325 to 1521 CE) and China’s 
Middle Empire (1600 BCE to 220 CE). Engaging images accompany information about these 
ancient cultures. Intended for students in grades 3 through 8. 
	
How	We	Got	to	the	Moon,	John	Rocco	
Everyone knows of Neil Armstrong's famous first steps on the moon. But what did it really take to get us there? 
From the shocking launch of the Russian satellite Sputnik to the triumphant splashdown of Apollo 11, Caldecott 
Honor winner John Rocco answers every possible question about this world-altering mission. Each challenging 
step in the space race is revealed, examined, and displayed through stunning diagrams, experiments, moments of 
crisis, and unforgettable human stories.	
	
Sylvia	Earle:	Oceaonographer	and	Conservationist,	by	Xina	M.	Uhl	and	Katherine	White		
(Super	Female	Scientists)	
Sylvia Earle was only age three when she fell in love with the ocean. She dedicated her life to exploring it, 
studying it, and educating others about ocean conservation. As a professional female scientist whose career 
began in the 1960s, she faced obstacles and discrimination due to her gender. Nevertheless, this 
oceanographer, marine botanist, ecologist, aquanaut, and writer rose to the top of her field to become the first 
female chief scientist of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 8 to 12 years. 
 
Mae	Jemison:	First	Female	African-American	Astronaut,	by	Xina	M.	Uhl	and	Magdalena	
Alagna	(Super	Female	Scientists)	
As the first African-American woman in space, Mae Jemison inspired the nation and the world. Her role as an 
astronaut on the mission of the space shuttle Endeavour may be her most visible accomplishment, but it is by 
no means the only one. Jemison's restless intellect led her to become a doctor, scientist, teacher, and writer. 
She learned Japanese, Swahili, and Russian fluently, and supported the arts created by African American 
women. 8 to 12 years. 
 
How	to	Be	a	Person,	Catherine	Newman	
The ultimate guidebook of essential life skills for kids. Jam-packed with tips, tricks, and advice—all 
illustrated in an irresistible graphic novel–style—How to Be a Person shows kids just how easy it is to 
free themselves from parental nagging and become more dependable — and they’ll like themselves 
better, too! They’ll learn how to do chores like loading the dishwasher and making a bed, brush up 
on communication skills like making a phone call and apologizing, and master 61 other super-
helpful skills including how to stick up for somebody, fold a T-shirt, and turn a 33-cent package of 
ramen into dinner. 
	
Contemporary/Realistic	
The	Boys	in	the	Back	Row,	Mike	Jung		
Best friends Matt and Eric are hatching a plan for one big final adventure together before Eric moves away: 
during the marching band competition at a Giant Amusement Park, they will sneak away to a nearby comics 
convention and meet their idol-a famous comic creator. Without cell phones. Or transportation. Or 
permission. Of course, their final adventure together is more than just that-really, it's a way for the boys to 
celebrate their friendship, and their honest love and support for one another. 
 
 



From	the	Desk	of	Zoe	Washington,	Janae	Marks	
Zoe Washington isn't sure what to write. What does a girl say to the father she's never met, hadn't heard from until 
his letter arrived on her twelfth birthday, and who's been in prison for a terrible crime? A crime he says he never 
committed. Could Marcus really be innocent? Zoe is determined to uncover the truth. Even if it means hiding his 
letters and her investigation from the rest of her family. Everyone else thinks Zoe's worrying about doing a good 
job at her bakery internship and proving to her parents that she's worthy of auditioning for Food Network's Kids 
Bake Challenge. But with bakery confections on one part of her mind, and Marcus's conviction weighing heavily 
on the other, this is one recipe Zoe doesn't know how to balance. The only thing she knows to be true: Everyone 
lies. 
 
Everything	Sad	Is	Untrue,	Daniel	Nayeri		
At the front of a middle school classroom in Oklahoma, a boy named Khosrou (whom everyone calls 'Daniel') 
stands, trying to tell a story. His story. But no one believes a word he says. To them he is a dark-skinned, hairy-
armed boy with a big butt whose lunch smells funny; who makes things up and talks about poop too much. But 
Khosrou's stories, stretching back years, and decades, and centuries, are beautiful, and terrifying, from the moment 
his family fled Iran in the middle of the night with the secret police moments behind them, back to the sad, cement 
refugee camps of Italy ... and further back to the fields near the river Aras, where rain-soaked flowers bled red like 
the yolk of sunset burst over everything, and further back still to the Jasmine-scented city of Isfahan. We bounce 
between a school bus of kids armed with paper clip missiles and spitballs to the heroines and heroes of Khosrou's 
family's past, who ate pastries that made people weep and cry 'Akh, Tamar!' and touched carpets woven with 
precious gems. Like Scheherazade in a hostile classroom, Daniel weaves a tale to save his own life: to stake his claim to the truth. And 
it is (a true story). It is Daniel's. 
	
Fiction	about	Animals/Pets	
Pet	Rescue	Adventures:	The	Puppy	Who	Was	Left	Behind;	The	
Rescued	Kitten;	The	Sad	Puppy;	The	Stolen	Kitten,	Holly	Webb	
Endearing stories about pets for ages 6 to 10.					
 
Skunk	and	Badger,	Amy	Timberlake	and	Jon	Klassen		
Wallace and Gromit meets Winnie-the-Pooh in a fresh take on a classic odd-couple friendship, from Newbery Honor 
author Amy Timberlake with full-color and black-and-white illustrations throughout by Caldecott Medalist Jon 
Klassen. No one wants a skunk. They are unwelcome on front stoops. They should not linger in Important Rock 
Rooms. Skunks should never, ever be allowed to move in. But Skunk is Badger's new roommate, and there is nothing 
Badger can do about it. When Skunk plows into Badger's life, everything Badger knows is upended. Tails are flipped. 
The wrong animal is sprayed. And why-oh-why are there so many chickens? 
 
 
Ghosts/Fantasy/Science	Fiction	
Ikenga,	Nnedi	Okorafor		
Nnamdi's father was a good chief of police, perhaps the best Kalaria had ever had. He was determined to root out the 
criminals that had invaded the town. But then he was murdered, and most people believed the Chief of Chiefs, most 
powerful of the criminals, was responsible. Nnamdi has vowed to avenge his father, but he wonders what a twelve-
year-old boy can do. Until a mysterious nighttime meeting, the gift of a magical object that enables super powers, and 
a charge to use those powers for good changes his life forever. How can he fulfill his mission? How will he learn to 
control his newfound powers? Award-winning Nnedi Okorafor, acclaimed for her Akata novels, introduces a new and 
engaging hero in her first novel for middle grade readers set against a richly textured background of contemporary 
Nigeria. 
 
The	Girl	and	the	Witch’s	Garden,	Erin	Bowman			
The Secret Garden meets Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children in this rich, charming middle grade adventure 
about a girl determined to infiltrate her grandmother's enchanted garden with the help of some magically gifted 
friends. Mallory Estate is the last place twelve-year-old Piper Peavey wants to spend her summer vacation. The 
grounds are always cold, the garden out back is dead, a mysterious group of children call the property home, and 
there's a rumor that Melena M. Mallory—the owner of the estate and Piper's wealthy grandmother—is a witch. But 
when Piper's father falls ill, Mallory Estate is exactly where she finds herself. The grand house and its garden hold 
many secrets—some of which may even save her father—and Piper will need to believe in herself, her new friends, 
and magic if she wants to unlock them before it's too late. 
	



The	Language	of	Ghosts,	Heather	Fawcett			
Forced into exile on an enchanted, moving island, ex-princess Noa Marchena has two missions: reclaim her family's 
stolen throne and ensure that the dark powers her older brother, Julian, possesses don't go to his head in the process. 
But between babysitting her annoying little sister, Mite, and keeping an eye on the cake-loving sea monster that 
guards the moving island, Noa has her hands full. When the siblings learn that their enemies are searching for a 
weapon capable of defeating Julian—whose legendary spell weaving is feared throughout the kingdom—once and for 
all, they vow to get to it first. To everyone's surprise, the key to victory turns out to be a long-lost magical language—
and only Noa can speak it. But what if by helping her brother, Noa ends up losing him? 
  
Shadow	School	#1:	Archimancy,	J.	A.	White		
From the acclaimed author of Nightbooks and The Thickety comes a spooky series, perfect for fans of Neil Gaiman, 
Adam Gidwitz, and Stranger Things! Cordelia Liu knew Shadow School was going to be different. Still, she didn't 
expect the school grounds to be filled with ghosts. Cordelia soon realizes she's not the only one who can see the 
ghosts; her new friend Benji can too. Together with super-smart Agnes, the trio are determined to find out why the 
ghosts are there, and whether there's a way to set them free. But the school was created with more sinister intentions, 
and someone is willing to go to extreme lengths to ensure that the ghosts remain trapped forever.  
 
Graphic	Novels		
Pea,	Bee,	&	Jay	#1:	Stuck	Together;	Pea,	Bee,	&	Jay	#2:	Wannabees,	Brian	“Smitty”	
Smith			Get ready to roll with Pea, Bee, & Jay in this brand-new early reader graphic novel series, 
perfect for fans of Narwhal & Jelly, emerging readers, and comic lovers alike!	
	
Lightfall:	The	Girl	and	the	Galdurian, Tim	Probert	
For fans of Amulet and middle grade readers who love sweeping worlds like Star Wars, the first book of the 
Lightfall series introduces Bea and Cad, two unlikely friends who get swept up in an epic quest to save their world 
from falling into eternal darkness. 
	
City	of	Secrets, Victoria	Ying		
A steampunk graphic novel that tells the story of a shy orphan and an upper class girl named Hannah who 
embark on an adventure to uncover the secrets of a safe within their city! Friendship, adventure, followed 
by magnificent artwork bring this world to life! 
	
Timo	the	Adventurer,	Jonathan	Garnier	and	Yohan	Sacré		
Having read every book in his tiny village, young Timo decides it is time to leave home and become a hero. 
And while that is easier said than done, Timo is determined to succeed. When he rescues an enchanted beast named 
Broof, Timo gains a gruff and reluctant ally. But little does good-hearted Timo suspect that Broof’s mysterious past 
will bring complications to his journey.... 

	
Easy	Readers/Beginning	Chapter	Books/Easy	Nonfiction		
I	Want	to	Sleep	Under	the	Stars	(Unlimited	Squirrels	#3), Mo	Willems		
Zoom Squirrel dreams of sleeping under the night stars. The Squirrel pals are excited to help! But will 
their encouragement be enough-or too much? Do you know more about sleeping under the stars than 
the Squirrels do? You will by the end of this book! 
	
What	About	Worms?	(Elephant	&	Piggie	Like	Reading),	Ryan	T.	Higgin	
Tiger is BIG. Tiger is BRAVE. And Tiger is NOT afraid of anything . . . except WORMS! Are Tiger's 
worm worries worse than worms? 
	
I	Survived	the	California	Wildfires,	2018,	Lauren	Tarshis	  
California continues to be ravaged by devastating wildfires. Lauren Tarshis's heart pounding story tells of 
two children who battle the terrifying flames and—despite the destruction—find hope in the ashes.	
	
From	Garden	to	Pickle, Penelope	S.	Nelson		
Early readers learn how a pickle is made, from a cucumber growing to it being cut, brined, and jarred. Vibrant, 
full-color photos and carefully leveled text will engage young readers as they learn about how this food gets to 
their tables.	 



	
Board	Books/Picture	Books		
	
That’s	Not	My	Pony;	…Elephant;	…Duck;	…Llama;	…Dragon;		
…Tractor;	…Train,	Fiona	Watt		
Touchy-feely board books from Usbridge. 
	
My	First	Bilingual	1-2-3,	Sarah	Davis	and	Dawn	Sirett		
English/Spanish board book from Dorling Kindersley. Colorful photos help 
count up to 10, then 20, 50, and 100, plus simple addition and subtraction. 
 
 
What	Will	Fit?;	The	Last	Marshmallow;	Up	to	My	Knees;	Circle!	Sphere!	
(Storytelling	Math),	Grace	Lin		
This new series of early math concept board books features a diverse cast of children using 
observation and comparison to learn about cubic space, fractions, height and measurement, and 
simple geometry.	 
 
Way	Past	Worried;	Way	Past	Mad	(Great	Big	Feelings),	Hallee	Adelman	
and	Sandra	de	la	Prada	
Brock is worried. Way past worried, with his heart thumping and his mind racing. Today is 
his friend Juan's superhero party and he's going all by himself. What if nobody plays with 
him? What if everyone laughs at him? Brock doesn't feel like a superhero, but... what if he 
can save the day and find a way past worried all by himself? Keya is way past mad. Her 
little brother Nate messed up everything—even breakfast. She heads to school kicking 
rocks and sticks. When her best friend Hooper tries to help, Keya shouts, "I don't even like 
you." It's not true, but Hooper storms off, kicking rocks and sticks too. Keya gave him her mad! Now it's up to Keya to find a different 
way past mad and to make things right. 
		
The	Animals	Would	Not	Sleep	(Storytelling	Math),	Sara	Levine	and	Marta	Alvarez	
Miguens			
It's bedtime for Marco and his stuffed animals, but the animals have other ideas. When Marco tries to put them 
away, they fly, swim, and slither right out of their bins! Can Marco sort the animals so everyone is happy? 
A playful exploration of sorting and classifying, featuring Latinx characters and a note about scientific 
classification. 
 
Lia	&	Luís:	Who	Has	More?	(Storytelling	Math),	Ana	Crespo	and	Giovana	Medeiros	 
Twins Lia and Luís argue over who has more of their favorite snacks. Can the siblings use math—and a 
little sharing—to pick the winner? A playful exploration of measurement, counting, and estimation, 
featuring Brazilian American characters and a glossary of Brazilian Portuguese words. 
 
Ruby	Finds	a	Worry,	Tom	Percival		
From the creator of Perfectly Norman comes a sensitive and reassuring story about what to do when a worry 
won't leave you alone. Meet Ruby—a happy, curious, imaginative girl. But one day, she finds something 
unexpected: a Worry. It's not such a big Worry, at first. But every day, it grows a little bigger . . . And a little 
bigger . . . Until eventually, the Worry is ENORMOUS and is all she can think about. But when Ruby befriends a 
young boy, she discovers that everyone has worries, and not only that, there's a great way to get rid of them too . 
. . This perceptive and poignant story is the perfect springboard for talking to children about emotional 
intelligence and sharing hidden anxieties. 
 
Wilfrid,	Ryan	T.	Higgins		
Once upon a time, in a land far, far away, there lived a humongous and hairy giant named Wilfred. 
Whenever people saw him, they ran away, which made life very lonely for Wilfred. That is, until he found 
himself in a rather unusual town where one brave little boy saw something special in the timid giant. So 
begins a story of friendship and sacrifice that will remind readers just how important one voice—no matter 
how small—can be. 
 


