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Contemporary/Realistic	
	
The	Last	Meeting	of	the	Gorilla	Club,	Sara	Nickerson		
"Eleven-year-old Josh Duncan has never had much luck making friends--not the real kind, anyway. 
Moving to a new town is supposed to be a chance to leave behind the problems that plagued Josh at his 
last school. Problems like Big Brother, Josh's favorite and best friend. Because, as Josh's parents tell him, 
he's too old to still have imaginary friends. But even before the first day of school is over, Big Brother 
reappears--and he's not alone. Only this time one of Josh's imaginary friends seems to be interacting with 
another boy at school, Lucas Hernandez. Can Lucas see them, too? Brought together by an unusual 
classroom experiment and a mysterious invitation to join something called the Gorilla Club, Josh and 
Lucas are about to discover how a unique way of seeing the world can reveal a real-life friend"-- 
Publisher's description.  
 
Look	Both	Ways:	A	Tale	Told	in	Ten	Blocks,	Jason	Reynolds	
From National Book Award finalist and #1 New York Times bestselling author Jason Reynolds comes a 
novel told in ten blocks, showing all the different directions kids ' walks home can take. This story was 
going to begin like all the best stories. With a school bus falling from the sky. But no one saw it happen. 
They were all too busy-- Talking about boogers. Stealing pocket change. Skateboarding. Wiping out. 
Braving up. Executing complicated handshakes. Planning an escape. Making jokes. Lotioning up. Finding 
comfort. But mostly, too busy walking home. Jason Reynolds conjures ten tales (one per block) about 
what happens after the dismissal bell rings, and brilliantly weaves them into one wickedly funny, 
piercingly poignant look at the detours we face on the walk home, and in life. 
 
Weird	Little	Robots,	Carolyn	Crimi,	illustrated	by	Corinna	Luyken		
"Eleven-year-old Penny Rose has just moved to a new town, and so far the robots she builds herself are 
her only company. But with just a bit of magic, everything changes: she becomes best friends with Lark, 
has the chance to join a secret science club, and discovers that her robots are alive. Penny Rose hardly 
remembers how lonely she used to feel. But then a fateful misstep forces her to choose between the best 
friend she's always hoped for and the club she's always dreamed of, and in the end it may be her beloved 
little robots that pay the price."--Amazon.com. 
 
Strange	Birds:	A	Field	Guide	to	Ruffling	Feathers,	Celia	C.	Pérez	
When three very different girls find a mysterious invitation to a lavish mansion, the promise of adventure 
and mischief is too intriguing to pass up. Ofelia Castillo (a budding journalist), Aster Douglas (a bookish 
foodie), and Cat Garcia (a rule-abiding birdwatcher) meet the kid behind the invite, Lane DiSanti, and it 
isn't love at first sight. But they soon bond over a shared mission to get the Floras, their local Scouts, to 
ditch an outdated tradition. In their quest for justice, independence, and an unforgettable summer, the girls 
form their own troop and find something they didn't know they needed—sisterhood. 
	
The	Distance	between	Me	and	the	Cherry	Tree,	Paola	Peretti	
There are a lot of things ten-year-old Mafalda cares a lot about. Like, counting the stars in the night sky, 
playing soccer, and climbing the cherry tree outside her school. Mafalda even goes so far as to keep a list 
of all these things, because soon she won't be able to do them anymore--because she's going blind. Even 
with her bad eyesight Mafalda can see that people are already treating her differently--and that's the last 
thing she wants. So, she hides the fact that her vision is deteriorating faster than anyone predicted, and she 
makes a plan: When the time is right, she'll go live in the cherry tree, just like her favorite book character. 
But as Mafalda loses her sight, surprising things come in to focus. With the help of her family and friends 
both old and new, Mafalda discovers the things that matter most. 
 
	
	
	



Fiction	about	Animals/Pets	
	
We	Could	Be	Heroes,	Margaret	Finnegan	
Hank Hudson is in a bit of trouble. After an incident involving the boy's bathroom and a terribly sad book 
his teacher is forcing them to read, Hank is left with a week's suspension and a slightly charred hardcover-
-and, it turns out, the attention of new girl Maisie Huang. Maisie has been on the lookout for a kid with 
the meatballs to help her with a very important mission: Saving her neighbor's dog, Booler. Booler has 
seizures, and his owner, Mr. Jorgensen, keeps him tied to a tree all day and night because of them. It's 
enough to make Hank even sadder than that book does--he has autism, and he knows what it's like to be 
treated poorly because of something that makes you different. But different is not less. And Hank is 
willing to get into even more trouble to prove it. Soon he and Maisie are lying, brown-nosing, baking, and 
cow milking all in the name of saving Booler--but not everything is as it seems. Booler might not be the 
only one who needs saving. And being a hero can look a lot like being a friend. 
 
Stay,	Bobbie	Pyron		
Piper's life is turned upside down when her family moves into a shelter in a whole new city. She misses 
her house, her friends, and her privacy--and she hates being labeled the homeless girl at her new school. 
But while Hope House offers her new challenges, it also brings new friendships, like the girls in Firefly 
Girls Troop 423 and a sweet street dog named Baby. So when Baby's person goes missing, Piper knows 
she has to help. But helping means finding the courage to trust herself and her new friends, no matter 
what anyone says about them--before Baby gets taken away for good. Told in alternating perspectives, 
this classic and heartfelt animal tale proclaims the importance of hope, the power of story, and the true 
meaning of home. 
 
Bad	Bella,	Ali	Standish		
Bella is the very best dog a family could ask for. Only her family, the McBrides, don't see it that way. 
Ever since Mrs. McBride's belly started growing, they don't seem to appreciate the way Bella cleans the 
crumbs from the kitchen floor or how she's always willing to play fetch after a long day. And when 
Bella's valiant attempt to save the Christmas tree ends in disaster, she finds herself being swiftly 
abandoned at the pound. As the reality sinks in that she is unwanted, Bella is heartbroken. Where did she 
go wrong? Things look bleak until a kind couple, the Roses, take Bella in. Her new life is filled with 
wonderful things like parks and snowballs, vanilla ice cream, and the National Geographic Channel. But 
as the weather turns cold again, the Roses start acting strangely and Bella wonders if she can really trust 
them. Do they actually love her, or is history about to repeat itself? And will Bella be able to find a true home in time for 
Christmas this year? 
 
Other	Countries/Other	Times		
	
War	Is	Over,	David	Almond,	illustrated	by	David	Litchfield	
"It's 1918, and war is everywhere. John's father is fighting in the trenches far away in France, while his 
mother works in a menacing munitions factory just along the road. His teacher says that John is fighting, 
too, that he is at war with enemy children in Germany. One day, in the wild woods outside town, John has 
an impossible moment: a dreamlike meeting with a German boy named Jan. John catches a glimpse of a 
better world, in which children like Jan and himself can one day scatter the seeds of peace"--Provided by 
publisher.  
	
The	Good	Thieves,	Katherine	Rundell		
When Vita’s grandfather’s mansion is taken from him by a powerful real estate tycoon, Vita knows it’s 
up to her to make things right. With the help of a pickpocket and her new circus friends, Vita creates the 
plan: Break into the mansion. Steal back what’s rightfully her grandfather’s. Expose the real estate tycoon 
for the crook he truly is. But 1920s Manhattan is every-changing and full of secrets. It might take more 
than Vita’s ragtag gang of misfits to outsmart the city that never sleeps. 
	
	
	



Allies,	Alan	Gratz		
June 6, 1944: The Nazis are terrorizing Europe on their evil quest to conquer the world. The only way 
to stop them? The biggest, most top-secret operation ever, with the Allied nations coming together -- by 
land, sea, and air -- to storm German-occupied France. Welcome to D-Day. Dee Carpenter, a young 
U.S. soldier, is on a boat racing toward the French coast. Dee—along with his brothers-in-arms—is 
terrified. He feels the weight of World War II on his shoulders. But Dee is not alone. Behind enemy 
lines in France, a girl named Samira works as a spy, trying to sabotage the German army -- and find her 
mother. At the same time, a paratrooper named James leaps from a plane to take part in a daring 
midnight raid. During the beach invasion, Henry, a medic, goes out into the bullets and bombs, searching for soldiers to save. 
In a breathtaking race against time, each of them must fight to complete their high-stakes missions. But with betrayals and 
deadly risks at every turn, can the Allies do what it takes to win? 
 
 
	Under	the	Broken	Sky,	Mariko	Nagai		
A beautifully told middle-grade novel-in-verse about a Japanese orphan's experience in occupied rural 
Manchuria during World War II.Twelve-year-old Natsu and her family live a quiet farm life in 
Manchuria, near the border of the Soviet Union. But the life they've known begins to unravel when her 
father is recruited to the Japanese army, and Natsu and her little sister, Cricket, are left orphaned and 
destitute. In a desperate move to keep her sister alive, Natsu sells Cricket to a Russian family following 
the 1945 Soviet occupation. The journey to redemption for Natsu's broken family is rife with struggles, 
but Natsu is tenacious and will stop at nothing to get her little sister back. Literary and historically 
insightful, this is one of the great untold stories of WWII. 
 
Ghosts/Fantasy/Science	Fiction	
 
The	Thief	Knot:	A	Greenglass	House	Story,	Kate	Milford		
Ghosts, a kidnapping, a crew of young detectives, and family secrets mix in this new standalone mystery 
set in the world of the best-selling Greenglass House. Marzana and her best friend are bored. Even 
though they live in a notorious city where normal rules do not apply, nothing interesting ever happens to 
them. Nothing, that is, until Marzana's parents are recruited to help solve an odd crime, and she realizes 
that this could be the excitement she's been waiting for. She assembles a group of kid detectives with 
special skills—including the ghost of a ship captain's daughter—and together, they explore hidden 
passageways, navigate architecture that changes overnight, and try to unravel the puzzle of who the 
kidnappers are—and where they're hiding. But will they beat the deadline for a ransom that's impossible 
to pay? Legendary smugglers, suspicious teachers, and some scary bad guys are just a few of the adults the crew must 
circumvent while discovering hidden truths about their families and themselves in this smart, richly imagined tale. 
 
Sauerkraut,	Kelly	Jones			
HD Schenk is a maker—an inventor, someone who builds cool stuff. He's got a plan for the summer—
he'll build his own computer and enter it in the county fair. Then everyone will know who he is and what 
he can do. To earn enough money for the parts he'll need, HD has promised to clear out his uncle's 
overflowing basement. No big deal, right? But there's more in that basement than HD bargained for. On 
his first trip down there, a voice only he can hear starts talking to him. About... sauerkraut? Who knew 
the ghost of his great-great-grandmother was haunting an old pickling crock? She's got a grand plan, too. 
She wants HD to help make her famous recipe for sauerkraut and enter it in the county fair so that she 
can be declared pickle queen. After some initial shock, HD is willing enough to help. This ghost is 
family, after all. But only HD can really see and hear his Oma, which is going to make it hard for her to 
win on her own... 
	
Lalani	of	the	Distant	Sea,	Erin	Entrada	Kelly			
Newbery Medalist Erin Entrada Kelly's debut fantasy novel is a gorgeous, literary adventure about 
bravery, friendship, self-reliance, and the choice between accepting fate or forging your own path. When 
Lalani Sarita's mother falls ill with an incurable disease, Lalani embarks on a dangerous journey across 
the sea in the hope of safeguarding her own future. Inspired by Filipino folklore, this engrossing fantasy 
is for readers who loved Grace Lin's Where the Mountain Meets the Moon and Disney's Moana. Life is 
difficult on the island of Sanlagita. To the west looms a vengeful mountain, one that threatens to collapse 
and bury the village at any moment. To the north, a dangerous fog swallows sailors who dare to venture 



out, looking for a more hospitable land. And what does the future hold for young girls? Chores and more chores. When 
Lalani Sarita's mother falls gravely ill, twelve-year-old Lalani faces an impossible task--she must leave Sanlagita and find the 
riches of the legendary Mount Isa, which towers on an island to the north. But generations of men and boys have died on the 
same quest--how can an ordinary girl survive the epic tests of the archipelago? And how will she manage without Veyda, her 
best friend? 
 
When	You	Trap	a	Tiger,	Tae	Keller		
Would you make a deal with a magical tiger? This uplifting story brings brings Korean folklore to life as 
a girl goes on a quest to unlock the power of stories and save her grandmother. Some stories refuse to 
stay bottled up... When Lily and her family move in with her sick grandmother, a magical tiger straight 
out of her halmoni's Korean folktales arrives, prompting Lily to unravel a secret family history. Long, 
long ago, Halmoni stole something from the tigers. Now they want it back. And when one of the tigers 
approaches Lily with a deal--return what her grandmother stole in exchange for Halmoni's health--Lily is 
tempted to agree. But deals with tigers are never what they seem! With the help of her sister and her new 
friend Ricky, Lily must find her voice...and the courage to face a tiger.“ --Booklist , Starred Review 
 
The	Forty	Thieves:	Marjana’s	Tale,	Christy	Lenzi		
This retelling of the One Thousand and One Nights tale "Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves," set in tenth-
century Baghdad, is told from the perspective of Marjana, the girl who saves Ali Baba, and brings a fresh 
perspective to the classic story! Marjana and her little brother, Jamal, who have been slaves of Ali Baba's 
cruel brother ever since their mother died, are kidnapped by the Forty Thieves one night. They are able 
to escape, but Marjana is worried for Jamal, as he becomes drawn to their lifestyle and joins a street 
gang. When Marjana meets Saja, a slave working at the bathhouse, who's also concerned about her little 
brother, Badi, becoming involved with the street gangs, Saja and Marjana try to get their brothers to 
become friends, and in turn, become friends themselves, despite Marjana's initial reluctance. Marjana's 
mistress, however, is more worried about what her husband's fortune will be and convinces Marjana to 
spy on him when the fortune-teller Abu-Zayed visits. Abu-Zayed predicts that Ali Baba will end up far richer and greater, 
which sends Marjana's master into a panic, especially when he learns that Ali Baba has found the secret of the Forty Thieves' 
cave, which indicates that the fortune is coming true. Can Marjana save her brother from joining the street gangs, all the 
while helping Ali Baba escape the wrath of the Forty Thieves? 
 
Daniel	Coldstar:	The	Betrayer,	Stel	Pavlou		
In this exciting sequel to The Relic War, adventure calls...but can Truth prevail? The galaxy is at war. 
And Daniel Coldstar and his Truth Seeker friends are traversing the galaxy, saving refugees from 
destroyed worlds and trying to locate the stolen Book of Planets before the evil Sinja use it to cause any 
more damage. Meanwhile, someone wants Daniel Coldstar to stray from his mission and sends him 
messages that lead him right to an abandoned ship--a ship that has mysterious ties to Daniel's past. What 
does the anonymous messenger want with him? And who can Daniel really trust in a galaxy filled with 
the Sinja's devious lies? Ever since his old friend Blink and an anatom named Hex betrayed him, Daniel 
isn't sure. When the messages eventually lead Daniel to Ionica Lux's home, long-held secrets are finally 
revealed and Daniel and Ionica will have to put their lives on their line to save their loved ones and 
destroy the Sinja forces once and for all. 
 
Easy	Readers/Beginning	Chapter	Books	
	
Let’s	Play,	Crabby!/	Wake	Up,	Crabby!	(A	Crabby	Book	#2	and	3), 
Jonathan	Fenske	
With a simple text in a comic book format, Crabby (who is crabby) and Plankton (who 
is annoying) have a series of seashore adventures—for grades preK–1.	
	
Snail	Finds	a	Home	/	Snail	Has	Lunch,	Mary	Peterson			
Snail explores the farmyard landscape, looking for the perfect place to live, and the 
perfect meal, with the help of his friends Ladybug, Rabbit, and Gopher. Filled with 
simple text, speech balloons, and engaging illustrations, these easy-to-follow stories 
are a blend between a picture book and a chapter book, making it an ideal bridge for 
independent readers—for grades 1–3. 



	
Let’s	Have	a	Sleepover!	/	Who	Needs	a	Checkup?	(Hello,	Hedgehog	#2	
and	3), Norm	Feuti		
In further adventures with Hedgehog and Harry the Hamster, Harry is unsure about 
sleeping over with Hedgehog, especially in a tent outdoors, and he is equally unsure 
about going to the doctor’s for a checkup. Hedgehog talks him through his fears. With 
easy-to-read text, a comic-book format, plenty of humor, and full-color artwork on 
every page, these books will boost reading confidence and fluency—for grades 1–3.  
	
Math	World:	Telling	Time/	Math	World:	Counting	
Change,	Bridget	Heos,	illustrated	by	Katya	Longhi	
Our world runs on numbers. The characters in these stories encounter 
math in the everyday world. Mason learns to count change at a yard 
sale and James learns to tell time as he waits for a friend to come 
over—for grade 2 and up. 
	
Sea	Sheep,	Eric	Seltzer,	illustrated	by	Tom	Disbury	 	
Illustrations and easy-to-read, rhyming text introduce the reader to sheep that can 
swim, dive, play pirates, read books, and much more.  
	
	
Board	Books/Picture	Books	
	
Whose	Toes	Are	Those?,	Jabari	Asim,	illustrations	by		
LeUyen	Pham	 
A vibrant, playful verse that celebrates a beautiful brown baby's adorable little toes: 
 

Who do you suppose has such fine toes? 
So brown and sweet. Who could have such darling feet? 
 

Snuggle with a child on your lap with this cheerful rhyme inspired by the classic giggle-inspiring game of “This Little 
Piggy.” With lush, adorable pictures from New York Times best-selling illustrator LeUyen Pham, reminiscent of the beloved 
work of Ezra Jack Keats, this interactive board book full of toddler appeal is a perfect baby gift for parent-child playtime. 
 
How	to	Be	a	Cat,	Nikki	McClure		
In this tender board book, a kitten practices the basics of feline behavior over the course of a 
day. A single word of text per spread teaches readers "how to be a cat"--how to stretch, clean, 
pounce, feast--while the striking paper cuts illustrate the kitten's attempts to imitate an adult 
cat's mastery of each skill. At times, the kitten triumphantly succeeds, and at other times the 
kitten struggles, in vignettes that range from whimsical to profound. A celebration of all things 
feline, How to Be a Cat also tells a universal story of mastering life skills, and of the loving 
relationship between parent and child. 
 
Smug	Seagull,	Maddie	Frost			
For fans of Mo Willems’s The Duckling Gets a Cookie!? In this laugh-out-loud illustrated 
adventure, Smug Seagull, the best snack swiper from shore to shore, meets his match when a 
plucky crab with even better swiping skills comes along. Now Smug Seagull will have to 
decide if there are enough treats on the beach for everyone . . . Maddie Frost's unforgettable 
characters and bright, kid-friendly illustrations combine in this humorous story about patience, 
sharing, and wicked good snacks. 	
 
	
	



Nesting,	Henry	Cole				
In this black-and-white picture book highlighted with robin's egg blue, the reader will follow two 
robins as they build a nest with twigs and grass. Then mother robin lays four beautiful blue eggs 
and will keep the eggs warm in the nest until they hatch into four baby robins. The father robin 
protects the babies until they can fly on their own. The perils the babies encounter are many, 
including snakes and storms. The nest is always their safe place. Nesting provides introductory 
biology and animal science concepts for very young children, and is the perfect primer for young 
bird-watchers and nature lovers. 
 
Honeybee:	The	Busy	Life	of	Apis	mellifera,	Candace	Fleming	and	Eric	Rohmann				
Take to the sky with Apis, one honeybee, as she embarks on her journey through life! A tiny 
honeybee emerges through the wax cap of her cell. Driven to protect and take care of her hive, she 
cleans the nursery and feeds the larvae and the queen. But is she strong enough to fly? Not yet! Apis 
builds wax comb to store honey, and transfers pollen from other bees into the storage. She defends 
the hive from invaders. And finally, she begins her new life as an adventurer. The confining walls of 
the hive fall away as Apis takes to the air, finally free, in a brilliant double-gatefold illustration 
where the clear blue sky is full of promise—and the wings of dozens of honeybees, heading out in 
search of nectar to bring back to the hive.  
 
Green	on	Green,	Dianne	White,	illustrated	by	Felicita	Sala		
Discover the joys of nature, seasons, family—and the vibrant colors of them all--in this lyrical picture 
book from the author of the acclaimed Blue on Blue. A child is on a colorful journey through the 
seasons, filled with yellow flowers and blue coral in spring and summer and orange pumpkins and 
green pine forests in fall and winter. All the while, there is another colorful change on the horizon--the 
birth of a new sibling. With gentle, rhyming text and vivid artwork, this book is a heartfelt celebration 
of family, nature, seasons, colors, and the wonder and magic of them all.    
 
Together	We	Grow,	Susan	Vaught,	illustrated	by	Kelly	Murphy		
From award-winning novelist Susan Vaught comes a poignant picture book that celebrates 
inclusivity, acceptance, and the importance of rebuilding a community in the wake of disaster. 
Lightning gash! Windy lash! A storm drives all the farm animals indoors except for a lonely fox 
family. The barn isn't their home. But where will they go for safety? This stunning picture book 
explores themes of acceptance and belonging: Large or small, Short and tall, There is room, There is 
room, There is room For us all. "Inviting dialogue about the need for inclusivity, Vaught offers a 
lyrical narrative." -- Publishers Weekly (starred review) 
 
Why	Do	We	Cry?,	Fran	Pintadera,	Ana	Sender		 	
When Mario asks his mother why we cry, her answer comes in sweet imagery. She speaks of grey 
storm clouds, locked boxes and a vast ocean. She explains that we cry for many reasons—some-
times cry because we're sad. Other times we cry because we're lonely. Often we cry because we're 
frustrated. And through all these emotions, our tears can calm us, heal us and help us grow. Vivid 
illustrations and lyrical prose combine perfectly in this sensitive, reassuring story that will appeal to 
anyone who's ever wondered why we cry. 
 
The	Secret	Rhino	Society,	Jonathan	E.	Jacobs,	illustrated	by	Samantha	Cotterill	
Meet Hudson, a hippo. Fran, an earthworm. And Jean, a lightbulb. They have one thing in com-
mon: a profound appreciation for rhinos. So, they form a Secret Rhino Appreciation Society, in 
which a key activity is wearing paper horns. (Sometimes this results in a fire. That's what happens 
when a lightbulb wears a paper horn.) But when they meet their first real, live rhino and ask her to 
do rhino-y things, she doesn't want to charge or snort—she's a gardener! She is not what the society 
expected, but can they learn to appreciate her for who she is? This funny, character-driven story 
explores themes of friendship, expectations, and prejudice.	 


