
Princeton Public Library
Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
September 20, 2017 – Princeton Room

1.   President Paul Ernst convened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. Roll call attendance:
Present

Jennifer Alter X
Mike Bettasso
Tony Bonucci X
Jan English X
Paul Ernst X
Steve Esme X
Drew Russell X
Carolyn Schafer
Lani Swinford X

2.  Agenda Adoption.  No changes. 

3.  Public Participation. Paul introduced City Commissioner Jerry Neumann. Jerry will be 
attending our meetings as a liaison to the city council.

4.  Minutes of the July 19, 2017 regular meeting.  No corrections needed, minutes accepted.

5. Treasurer’s Reports for July and August 2017
Jen distributed a newly revised Treasurer’s Report. An update was made to properly allocate 
the property taxes into FICA and IMRF. We’ve used 36% of our budget and we are 1/3 thru 
the fiscal year.

6.  MOTION 17-012 Jan moved to approve payment of bills for July 31 in the amount of 
$8017.74, August 15 in the amount of $2,409.02, August 31 in the amount of $11,298.84, and 
September 15 in the amount of $5,495.06 for a grand total of $27,220.66. Steve seconded 
the motion, roll call vote: 

Yes No Abstain
Jennifer Alter X
Mike Bettasso
Tony Bonucci X
Jan English X
Steve Esme X
Drew Russell X
Carolyn Schafer
Lani Swinford X

1



Paul Ernst X
Paul noted that total is $3,395.74 less than the same combined periods last year.

7.  President’s Report. 
• The outdoor lighting is now operating.
• The outdoor electronic sign is repaired.
• Julie and PPL were recognized in the magazine Library Journal with an article titled 

Great Outdoor Spaces.
• Paul will miss the October meeting. 
• Banned books week starts next week on 9/24.

8. Standing Committee Reports

Personnel met with nothing to report tonight.

Paul asked Finance to meet with Julie to take a look at holiday bonus figures. He’d like a 
recommendation presented in October to allow for a vote in November.

9. Director’s Report. Julie reviewed her report with the following additions: 
• Showed the security brace she purchased to put the bench out in front of the library. 

Still waiting for one piece. We will begin collecting plastic again on October 1.  
• Showed one of the wireless hotspot devices that will be available for patrons to check 

out. Discussion ensued. We purchased 5 units for $1,000. The policy committee will be 
reviewing the draft of the Hotspot Borrowing Policy.  

• The handicapped parking curbs still need to be moved back into position. Ray Mabry 
had suggested the city could help make that happen. The city did a great job of 
changing our light bulbs and striping our parking lot. Julie noted there will be no 
changes with our garbage collection. 

• The movie screen we purchased for the meeting room is too small. An exchange will 
be made for a larger one. 

• Julie distributed a catalog page showing the sitting area chairs we are considering. 
Discussion ensued. There is money available from the Friends of the Library for this 
expense. We can be flexible with the location of the chairs. 

• Friends of the Library would like to sponsor a special event. Laurie is looking into this. 
• Laminating pricing will increase from 50 cents a foot to $1 per foot.  
• October 6 is the reception for the teacher’s art show. Julie has to be gone and 

requested board members try to attend. 
• Distributed the new PPL magnet for car bumpers
• The old rusty sign on the front edge of the parking lot is still there. Follow up with the 

city about possible removal. 

10.  Staff and Administration Reports
Paul noted the film Abraham Lincoln in Illinois had good attendance even though it was in 
competition with the Homestead street concert. 

2



Julie noted The Radium Girls was a big draw and lots of people requested the book after the 
presentation.

11.  Unfinished Business
Jan still has not heard back from Advanced Asphalt. The possible parking lot repairs will 
probably not be happening. 

12.  New Business
Tony noted he found an online source for trustee training topics. These courses are from the 
University of Michigan and can be found on edx.org. 

13.  Items for Next Agenda 
• Approve treasurer’s reports following completion of audit
• Holiday Bonuses
• Wireless Hotspot Policy
• Approve the meeting dates and holiday closing dates for next year.

14.  Announcements

MOTION 17-013 Drew moved to adjourn the regular meeting. Steve seconded the motion, 
motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:41 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_____________________________________
Marcie Jaggers, Recording Secretary

________ Minutes approved as read.

________ Minutes approved as amended.

_________________________________________  Paul Ernst, President
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